
BANGOR  C H RISTIAN
 

Est. 
1970

S C H O O L S PATRIOT NEWS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT REPRINTED FROM WINTER 2015

BANGOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
1476 Broadway  |  Bangor, Maine 04401  |  www.bangorchristian.com  |  Tel. 207.947.7356  |  Fax 207.262.9528

Since its inception in 1970, Bangor 
Christian Schools has been blessed 
to have many dedicated and talented 
teachers, staff members, and 
administrators serve at the school.  We 
would like to honor someone who has 
been committed to Bangor Christian 
and labored quietly for the Lord for 
over 30 years.  That person is Mrs. Lois 
Cole, and one would be hard pressed 
to find an individual who has given 
more to our school and our students 
for such an extended period of time.

Lois grew up in Williamsport, PA in 
a Bible-believing household with two 
brothers, one older and one younger.  
On July 1, 1956 at the age of eleven, 
she was led to the Lord by her mother 
who was faithful in worship at her 
local church.   Upon graduation from 
Williamsport High School, Lois went 
on to study at the Pennsylvania School 
of Nursing receiving her degree in 
1965.  In June of that same year, she 
was married to Alan Cole who was 
serving in the U.S. Army.  They had 
been introduced by mutual friends on 
a blind date while Alan was stationed 
at Fort Richey, MD and Lois was still 
in nursing school. When Lois came 
out of the door of her dormitory, Alan 
confided to one of his friends, “I’m 
going to marry her someday!”

Putting her nursing career on the 
back burner, Lois joined her husband 
overseas in Orleans, France for his 
tour of duty there.  During this time, 
their first child Clark was born. When 
they returned from Europe, the Cole 

Thanking Lois Cole for 
Over 30 Years of Service

family lived in several parts of Maine.  
Two more children were added to 
their family, a son Eric and a daughter 
Michelle. With a young, growing 
family, Lois chose to raise her children 
instead of pursuing a career. The final 
move for the Coles was to Hermon in 
1970.

After settling in the Bangor area, 
Alan and Lois decided to enroll their 
children at Bangor Christian Schools.  
When the opportunity came up to 
work at the school where her kids were 
attending, she jumped at the chance. 
That summer Lois had received a call 
from a friend from church Joanne 
Lavway asking, “Guess what I’m going 
to be doing this fall?”  Lois, of course, 
had no idea, and JoAnne told her that 
she was going to be driving a school 
bus for Bangor Christian. With three 
young children going to the school, 
keeping up with tuition payments was 
always a concern.  Therefore, Lois 
decided to give it a try as well. After a 
lot of practice, she passed her driving 
test and for the next couple of years 
drove one of the buses for the school. 
In addition to driving a bus, Lois also 
undertook many other responsibilities 
including those of the school nurse 
and substitute teaching, which was 
not one of her favorite duties.  She 
would do whatever else was asked of 
her around school including cleaning 
the bathrooms!  

After several years, Lois decided to 
take her state nursing boards. A lot of 
people, including the director of the 

program, stated it would be virtually 
impossible to pass the test after being 
out of nursing for such a long time. 
With a lot of studying and much prayer, 
she passed the boards with flying 
colors!  Lois finally found it necessary 
to seek work elsewhere when the 
tuition for her children at Bangor 
Christian was more than her pay.  She 
went to work full time as a Registered 
Nurse (RN) at Eastern Maine Medical 
Center and recently retired after thirty-
five years of service there.  During this 
time, Lois continued to stay on as a 
volunteer, part-time nurse for Bangor 
Christian, where she still continues to 
carry on those duties to this day.  She 
is very diligent in providing the yearly 
screenings for vision, hearing, and 
other evaluations for each student.  
Lois makes sure that all students are 
current with their immunizations and 
that all required paperwork is accurate 
and up to date.  Everyone would agree 
that she is a very valuable resource 
for teachers, students, and parents as 
various health issues arise.  

Their oldest son Clark ’84 spent all 
thirteen years of school at Bangor 
Christian.  He and Janine (Tarr) 
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Tremble were the first two students 
to start in kindergarten (there was 
not any pre-K at that time) and 
graduate.  Clark received a degree in 
Criminal Justice from the Community 
College of the Air Force and served for 
twenty-five years with the Air National 
Guard unit in Bangor.  He is currently 
employed with the security detail at 
the Federal Building in Bangor.  Clark 
is married to another BCS graduate 
Brenda (Sanders) ’83, and they have 
two children who are alumni of our 
school, Anthony ’04 and Colby ’08.  
Over the years Clark has coached the 
varsity girls’ soccer and basketball 
teams as well as varsity baseball team 
at Bangor Christian.  Brenda faithfully 
served for sixteen years as the school’s 
administrative assistant.  Alan and 
Lois’s two other children attended 
our school for many years.  Youngest 
son Eric lives in Bangor with his wife 
Diana and has two children Eric, Jr. 
and Carrie, who also spent time at our 
elementary school.  He is employed 
as a truck driver for Dennis Paper.  
Daughter Michelle resides in Hermon 
and received a degree in Business 
Administration from Beal College.  
She works for Hartt Transportation in 
Bangor as a customer service manager.  
In total, the Coles have been blessed 
with four grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

Lois and Alan have been very 
supportive over the years of all their 
children and grandchildren, especially 
when they have been participating in 
sports at Bangor Christian.  From pee 
wee sports through high school, they 
very rarely missed a game and can still 

be found in the stands watching the 
BCS sports teams if it isn’t very cold 
outside.  

The Cole family became members of 
Bangor Baptist Church in 1970, and 
the majority of the family still attends 
the services there today. Lois has been 
a Sunday school teacher for many 
years as she loves teaching the younger 
children. She also was involved in the 
nursery ministry for a while when 
her children were younger. Lois also 
played both the organ and piano in 
church and was a member of the choir.

As far as her involvement at Bangor 
Christian, Lois enjoyed being able to 
work where her children were going to 
school and be part of the daily activities 
here.  According to her son Clark, “The 
real drawback to her being on campus 
so much meant that none of us (her 
children) could get away with doing 
anything wrong because mom always 
found out about it.”  He also shared 
that one of his mother’s least special 
memories was leaving the house with 
all three kids in tow very early in the 
morning with the temperature below 
zero to go to the school and start her 
bus!  We did ask Lois to share some 
other memories of the “good old days” 
and what follows are a couple of her 
favorites.  

“Years ago, I drove one of the buses at 
Bangor Christian. Our three children 
were in elementary school, and we 
had to be at the school at 6:30 am 
every morning to start our routes. We 
had CB radios in the buses (before 

cell phones; how did we survive 
without them?), so we had a way of 
communicating with the school. The 
buses were standard shift and took 
some time to warm up. Also, we had 
to wear shirts and dresses and every 
time you opened the door, the cold air 
and snow would hit your legs. One 
thing I remember about those days of 
driving the bus was the snowy and icy 
days. There were many of them, and 
they were always a challenge. One 
particular day it was very snowy and 
slippery when all of us left the school 
and started our routes. There was 
a very steep hill in the middle of my 
route, and I started to worry that I 
wouldn’t make it over the hill. I was 
getting closer to the hill and I began to 
pray, asking the Lord to please have my 
side of the hill sanded. As I continued 
to get closer and with some anxiety, I 
came to the hill and saw that my side 
of the hill was sanded and the other 
side wasn’t. I thanked the Lord, and I 
drove up the hill without difficulty. I 
was so thankful to the Lord for what 
He had done and for taking care of the 
situation. There were a lot of incidents 
and situations with the five buses on 
the road, but God always took care 
of us, giving the drivers and students 
safety, and as much as I can remember, 
preventing any accidents.” 

“I can recall many times, when 
our three children were at Bangor 
Christian, that paying their tuition was 
a struggle. One time that comes to 
mind was a month that we didn’t know 
how we were going to pay the tuition 
bill. The end of the month was fast 
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approaching and if the tuition wasn’t 
paid, they could not return the next 
month. We continued to pray and ask 
God to supply the need.  My husband 
was selling insurance for Metropolitan 
at the time, and he left for work after 
supper. He just happened to tell me 
where he was going (no cell phones). 
After he left, a man called our house 
and said he was now ready to buy 
some insurance from my husband and 
he needed him to come to his house 
that night. So I called Alan, and he sold 
the man an insurance policy right then. 
A short time after that, we received a 
check in the mail from the company for 
almost the exact amount of the tuition. 
I think we had pennies left after we 
paid the tuition. We thanked the Lord 
for supplying the need.  We’ve seen the 
Lord do the impossible time and time 
again, allowing our kids to remain at 
Bangor Christian through their school 
years. Back then, there was no tuition 
reimbursement, even if you were a 
full time employee. We depended 
on the Lord completely. Through it 
all, we wouldn’t trade those years for 

anything. We learned to depend on 
God, and what a blessing we received 
each time He supplied our needs. The 
benefits of attending Bangor Christian 
were above and beyond anything we 
could imagine, and I thank the Lord 
that we had a Christian school in the 
area for them to attend. They have 
all received Christ as their Savior and 
received an outstanding education 
with some exceptional and dedicated 
teachers.”

“When driving a school bus for Bangor 
Christian, Mark Rounsaville was one of 
my riders when he was in high school. 
Some of the elementary kids on my 
bus had a lot of energy and could be 
challenging at times.  However, when 
Mark got on the bus, he always calmed 
them down. He would tell stories, 
listen to their stories, play little games 
with them, and do other things to keep 
them occupied. It was always a good 
day when Mark rode the bus. I was 
always excited and relieved when I 
saw him waiting for the bus.”

Next summer in July, Alan and Lois will 
be celebrating 50 years of marriage.  
Alan retired in 2004 after working 
twenty-one years at Penobscot County 
Sheriff’s Office as a sergeant in the 
Civil Division.  Lois, although retired 
from fulltime nursing, continues to put 
in many hours each week volunteering 
at Bangor Christian and taking care of 
her responsibilities as our “part time” 
school nurse.  In their spare time, Alan 
and Lois enjoy spending time with 

“Having now spent 31 years in 
the ministry here at Bangor 
Baptist, I have witnessed some 
extremely dedicated servants.  
Lois Cole without a doubt is one 
of them!  Her decades of service 
as the school nurse for Bangor 
Christian and working with kids 
at Bangor Baptist Church has 
been invaluable.  She models 
what Christian servant-hood is 
all about.  Lois, thank you!” 

– Pastor Jerry Mick
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“I have worked with Lois Cole at 
Bangor Christian and at Bangor 
Baptist Church for the past fifteen 
years. While working with Lois, it 
was obvious to me that she loves 
the Lord and Bangor Christian.  
Her work ethic is second-to-none 
and the school has been blessed 
to have her on board as the 
school nurse. It would be difficult 
to find another individual as 
faithful, compassionate, loving 
and more loyal than Lois Cole. It 
was a privilege to have had the 
opportunity to work beside her 
while I was the MS/HS secretary.” 

– Terri Conley (long time 
secretary at Bangor Christian)
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their family. In the summer they like 
traveling the New England states on 
their Harley Davidson motorcycle.   
During the winter months, they take 
four or five weeks traveling south to 
get out of the snow and enjoy some 
warmer weather.

To say the least, the efforts and 
commitment that Lois Cole has 
demonstrated toward Bangor 
Christian Schools is to be admired 
and commended.  Her many years 
of dedicated service to our students 
and staff are greatly appreciated by 
everyone associated with our school. 
Volunteers like Lois continue to be a 
tremendous blessing to the ministry of 
Bangor Christian.  Thank you, Lois and 
all of our volunteers!


