
classmates at Bangor Christian and 
graduated together in 1983. Candy 
started attending BCS during her 
sophomore year.  “My mother 
wanted my brother and me out of 
the public school and in a Christian 
environment,” remembers Candy.  
“The atmosphere at BCS was 
nothing like what I had encountered 
in a public school.  The teachers 
cared about us and our spiritual 
growth.  The three years I spent at 
BCS were very rewarding, not only 
helping me prepare for college, 
but forming life-long friendships.”  
While attending Bangor Christian, 
Candy enjoyed playing softball 
with Mrs. Frost, and later with Mr. 
Lavway as her coaches.  During 
her first year, the softball/baseball 
teams and the chorus were able 
to take a trip to Washington, DC.  
She felt honored in having some 
great teachers while at BCS.  Mr. 
Merrithew was her mentor; he 
had a love for math and the 
sciences.  He instilled that love in 
his teaching, and took the time to 
listen and help.  Candy enjoyed 
listening to his stories and knew 
that whatever her future held, it 
would have something to do with 
the field of medicine.  

Candy and Billy are alumni of 
Bangor Christian, and now have 
a son who is an alumnus as well.   
Their oldest Benjamin, eighteen, is 
attending Liberty University with 
a major in environmental biology.  
He was active in sports while 
attending BCS and had the honor 
of playing on the boys’ soccer team, 

In 1983, when Candy (Hodge) 
Groski graduated from Bangor 
Christian Schools, the members of 
her class felt God’s leading in many 
different directions, but it was very 
unlikely that any were called at 
that time to be a certified clinical 
perfusionist, or even knew what 
kind of work this entailed.  Today, 
Candy is one of the 3,700 board-
certified perfusionists in the United 
States and currently practices at 
Eastern Maine Medical Center 
in Bangor.  She completed her 
perfusion training at Northeastern 
University in Boston and worked 
in Connecticut for four years 
after graduation.  In 1991, Candy 
returned home to Maine and joined 
New England Perfusion Associates.  
This group of four board-certified 
perfusionists provides services to 
patients in the Eastern Maine area. 

A perfusionist is a highly trained 
medical professional who is 
responsible for providing life 
support to patients undergoing 
open heart surgery.  During open 
heart surgery, the heart is stopped 
to permit the surgeon to be able 
to operate on a still and bloodless 
organ.  While the patient’s heart is 
stopped, it is Candy’s responsibility 
to maintain the patient’s vital 
functions using the heart-lung 
machine, maintaining the oxygen 
level, blood pressure, electrolytes, 
temperature and an appropriate 
level of anesthesia.  

In May of 1992, Candy married 
Billy Groski.  They had been 

Candy (Hodge) Groski, Class of 1983

winning two state championships.  
Ben also enjoyed playing baseball 
and working on the yearbook. 
Abigail is a senior and she was 
just recently accepted at Liberty 
University, where she would like to 
study nursing.  Abby played on the 
girls soccer team and throws javelin 
during spring track.  She has held 
the offices of vice-president and 
treasurer for her class and now is 
president of the National Honor 
Society. She has volunteered as an 
elementary aid for Mrs. McLeod’s 
K4 class since eighth grade.  Audrey 
is ten, she shares a birthday with 
her sister Abigail, and she is in 
Mrs. Putnam’s fourth grade class.  
She is the gymnast in the family 
and spends many hours a week 
in practice.  And last but not least 
is Adam.  He is seven, and loves 
baseball, especially the New York 
Yankees.   Candy and Billy stay 
very busy, both working full time 
and shuttling their children to their 
various activities.  Both remain 
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active within the school.  Candy has served on the 
Advisory Board for about ten years, while Billy has 
helped coach during several baseball seasons and has 
spent many hours helping maintain the sports fields.  

Candy and her brother Dan were led to the Lord by 
their Aunt Pat.  “I can still remember kneeling down 
in her living room and asking Jesus into my heart.  I 
knew that I didn’t want to live my life without Jesus.  
The Lord has helped me through many difficult 
situations in my life.”  The Groski family has found 
their church home in Cornerstone Baptist Church in 
Exeter with Pastor Stan Griffin.  They love the family 
atmosphere at Cornerstone and felt welcomed from 
the moment they stepped in the door.  Candy enjoys 
working in the nursery with daughter Abby.  

“Bangor Christian School has played a major role in 
my life and that of my family. I would not want to put 
my children in any other school.  As a mother, I love 
the fact that my children are being taught Christian 
values from teachers who love them.  The teachers 
make the school what it is, and we are blessed to have 
some fantastic educators who challenge our children 
to be the best they can be.” 

The Groski Family FRONT: Audrey, Abby, Adam
BACK: Ben, Billy, Candy


