
Some fellow students and I later 
decided we wanted to live off-
campus, and chose to share housing.  
I had an absolutely incredible year 
and a half of living in Christian 
community. We had weekly Shabbat 
dinners there for all the off-campus 
students. We experienced deep and 
involved theological discussions 
on our balcony, around the dinner 
table, or on quiet afternoons 
while we studied. We all had 
different temperaments, gifts, and 
directions, but we were better 
for the perspectives and learning 
of our fellow-students and the 
encouragement we could offer 
one other. Plus sharing housework 
and cooking duties amongst four 
people makes so much sense!

Every student at JUC is required 
to take Physical Settings, a first-
semester intensive course that 
teaches the “playing board” of 
the land with stories of the Bible 
and other history played out on 
it. Besides classroom time, there 
are field studies where students 
walk the text of the Bible at the 
actual sites. Historical Geography 
students then continue to more 
in-depth classes and ultimately 
prepare curriculum for teaching 
Physical Settings as part of final 
project work. Students also study 
the early explorers who mapped 
the land and discovered sites and 
artifacts. 

There were so many new aspects 
to my Israeli experience: adjusting 

Anna Phillips is a 1999 graduate 
of Bangor Christian Schools.  She 
went on to attend Vassar College 
in Poughkeepsie, NY, receiving a 
degree in Forensic Archaeology 
(combining Classics and Chemistry) 
with a minor in Music History.  The 
Lord eventually led Anna to Israel, 
where she enrolled in graduate 
school at Jerusalem University 
College, formerly the Institute for 
Holy Land Studies.  She is currently 
attending All Souls Congregational 
Church, St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church, and Imago Dei Anglican 
Church in the Bangor area.  Anna 
is serving the Lord in various 
ministries at these churches.   What 
follows is a firsthand account of 
Anna’s experiences during her 
time Israel.  We appreciate her 
willingness to share her thoughts 
and insights.

I graduated college in 2004 and 
returned home, doing odds and 
ends for a couple of years. Really 
though, I was looking for was a 
chance to live in another country. 
I traveled during college, but I 
wanted the experience of LIVING 
somewhere else. I had taken a 
short-term course at Jerusalem 
University College, so I decided to 
attend there since I was already 
familiar with the lay of the land. I 
lived in university housing for my 
first semester, south of the Old City, 
looking out on the Hinnom Valley 
(‘valley of the Sons of Hinnom,’ 
which is the dividing line between 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin). 
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to life in a real city, learning how 
this new environment works, even 
figuring out grocery shopping. 
Utility bills, for instance, come 
in the mail.  To pay them, you go 
to the local post office with cash! 
No one sends a check in the mail. 
Visa office appointments are nerve-
wracking and often requirements 
seem to change arbitrarily. 
Shopping is done in “shuks,” open 
air markets scattered throughout 
the city (as well as modern 
supermarkets). Fresh fruit and 
vegetables are the least expensive 
thing you can purchase, and they 
are REALLY fresh and grown in 
Israel (which is about the size of 
New Jersey, so nothing has to ride 
very far in a truck). Meat, on the 
other hand, was pricey enough that 
we limited it to a couple of nights 
a month. Transportation usually 
means walking, whether the ten 
or fifteen minutes to school, or the 
forty five minutes to the large shuk 
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down Jaffa Road. Coming back 
from the shuk was a little slower; 
we would weave in and out of thick 
pedestrian traffic on hilly stone 
walkways, carrying two rolling 
carts and a few bags worth of 
groceries for the week. The lifestyle 
is certainly a healthy one!

International politics played a 
role in my time there as well. My 
apartment was five miles from 
Bethlehem, and the huge concrete 
wall that marks the line between 
the Palestinian Territories and Israel 
was clearly visible at the border 
crossing and from various vantage 
points in our neighborhood. An 
American passport holder easily 
crosses the border, but those who 
have working papers and must 
get into Israel for work daily are 

not always so lucky. Our cook 
sometimes would be refused 
entrance for some inexplicable 
reason, or the border would just 
close for the day. The longer one 
stays, the more obvious are both 
the need for security and the 
frustration and tension it brings. 

You can see the world from 
Jerusalem; because of the links to 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, 
people come from all over the 
world both to visit and to stay. 
Haifa, a seaside city in the north, 
contains such a large population of 
Russian immigrants that the signs 
on the shops are in Russian and 
Arabic, and maybe Hebrew after 
that. In Jerusalem, most signs are 
in Hebrew, English, and Arabic. In 
Bethlehem or Ramallah you would 

see Arabic and English. Jerusalem 
hosts people of every nationality 
who come to see the religious sites. 
Walking through the Old City you 
can hear German, Russian, French, 
Arabic, Spanish, and Chinese, all on 
a fifteen minute walk home from 
church. On the streets the priests 
and monks from Coptic (Egyptian), 
Greek, and Armenian churches, 
many of whose families have lived 
in the land for generations, pass 
you as you walk. It’s an experience 
unique to that City. 

I highly recommend anyone who 
has the opportunity to take a chance 
and live somewhere different. The 
experience, fresh understanding, 
adventure, and new friends are 
well worth it.
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