
from you.  At church and school I was 
given precious gifts that are treasures 
I will keep forever.  Now I can have a 
new life after having been born again 
thanks to the message you faithfully 
conveyed with your lifestyle and 
words.  I can’t thank you enough!  
From the bottom of my heart!  Please 
do keep on passing the Good News 
on!  I’m sure many will pay attention 
and will gladly accept it and put it 
into practice. Many people’s lives will 
continue to be changed for the good 
by Him through you, just like mine.”

Since English was Gonzo’s favorite 
subject at the school he attended 
in Santa Cruz, Chile, he wanted to 
improve it as much as possible by 
speaking it every day.  He was also 
eager to experience the American 
lifestyle that he had watched in movies 
and to get to know how Americans live 
and think.  Gonzo attended a Roman 
Catholic school that was half public and 
half private in his home city, so he liked 
the idea of also attending a “Christian” 
school in the United States. That little 
word “Christian” had another meaning 
for him before coming to our country.  
Being a “Christian” in many parts of 
Chile means being a Catholic, which 
was the case for him back then.

How Gonzo came to attend Bangor 
Christian is “a very beautiful story.”  Julia 
Moyano, a former Spanish teacher at 
our school, contacted his aunt Carmen 
Gloria (who is also a teacher) and told 
her that Bangor Christian was looking 
to host international students from 
Chile. Gonzo did not even know where 
Maine was, but as a sixteen-year-old 
teenager, he was eager to experience 
new things.  He really liked the idea of 
going to the United States very much 
and his parents supported him. Jim 
Chasse, BCS headmaster at the time, 

A few of our current students and staff, 
as well as some of our alumni, may 
remember Gonzalo (Gonzo) Serce, 
who came all the way from Chile 
to Bangor Christian as an exchange 
student during the 2005-06 school 
year.  The following is a testimonial 
we recently received from Gonzalo.  
We thought it would be a blessing to 
share this message with the members 
of our school community who receive 
the BCS Patriot News.  We also asked 
Gonzo to share some memories of 
his time at our school and give us an 
update on what he has been doing 
since he graduated in 2006. 

“Before I came to Bangor Christian, I 
attended a Catholic church together 
with my family.  I had heard the name 
of the Lord Jesus many times, but it was 
not until my stay in the United States 
that I realized a personal relationship 
with Him was missing in my life. I had 
never heard that God was so interested 
in me getting to know Him personally, 
even though I had been taught to go to 
church on a regular basis, to pray, and 
to do good.  I do still remember with 
much joy and gratitude the moment 
I closed my eyes and gave myself to 
Christ at Bangor Baptist Church.  I 
didn’t feel anything special, but I had 
the conviction that something great 
had happened and I wasn’t wrong.  
God’s Spirit had come to dwell in me.  
As time went by, many things changed 
for the good and I began facing life with 
optimism and deep happiness.  Church 
became very special for me and I fell in 
love with God and His Word more and 
more.  I couldn’t thank Him enough for 
having done what I wasn’t able to do: 
to save me.

I want to thank the whole BCS 
community because of everything 
you gave to me.  I learned very much 

Gonzalo Serce, Class of 2006

and Terri Conley, the school’s main 
office secretary, helped Gonzo with the 
formalities at the American Embassy 
in Santiago de Chile and found a great 
host family for him.  John and Paige 
Marino, together with their children 
Evan, Jacob and Amber, provided a 
loving family environment at their 
home in Winterport and treated Gonzo 
as if he were one of their children. 
He also lived for several months with 
Mark and Vicki Washburn’s family in 
Plymouth, became a very good friend 
of their son Levi, and had a great time 
with them as well. 

Gonzo arrived at Bangor Christian 
Schools in September 2005 and 
thoroughly enjoyed his time here.   
The boys’ soccer team that he played 
on won the class D state championship 
that year.  He fell in love with the 
sound of the bass guitar thanks to 
Mr. Waldron’s band, got to know 
everlasting friends, and improved his 
English to the point of wanting to learn 
other foreign languages. However, 
the most important aspect of Gonzo’s 
stay at Bangor Christian was getting 
to know Jesus Christ personally and 
starting a relationship with Him that 
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has been fostered to this day.  Gonzo 
shares, “That little word ‘Christian’ 
became sweeter and sweeter for me in 
Maine since it perfectly defined what I 
had become and what I wanted to be 
forever.”

From his year at Bangor Christian, 
Gonzo has numerous memories. 
“I remember very especially when 
we won the Class D state soccer 
championship in November of 2005. 
We had eighteen victories and zero 
losses, which surprised the whole 
school (and the whole state, I would 
say).  The celebrations and the joy 
we all had are unforgettable.”  Gonzo 
also remembers how much fun it was 
learning to play the bass guitar in the 
school band, which was led by Mr. 
Waldron.  Since the band needed a 
bass player, he was asked to play it.  
Gonzo fell in love with the sound of 
the instrument and with the Christian 
songs that still resonate in his mind.  
He was asked to play a couple of times 
at chapel and sometimes he would 
stay after class and play with Mr. 
Waldron., whom he recalls as “one of 
the best and most passionate teachers 
I’ve ever had.”  U.S. History class with 
Mr. Leathers was also a favorite subject 
and Gonzo even earned the highest 
grade for the year!  “Since I was one 
of the few Latinos at school, I think I 

must have been popular (or at least 
easily identifiable), which I liked very 
much.  Everyone seemed to know me 
before I could even introduce myself.  
I also have special memories of our 
graduation ceremony along with the 
Senior Banquet.”

After completing his senior 
year at Bangor Christian, 
Gonzo returned to Chile 
and attended school 
for four months before 
graduating.  While working 
to improve his English in 
Maine, he discovered a 
passion for languages and 
everything that had to do 
with linguistics, literature 
and words.  Gonzo moved 
to southern Chile and was 
accepted at the University 
of Concepción, one of 
the top universities in the 

country. He enrolled in their four 
year Translation study program and 
became fluent in German and French. 
After receiving his Bachelor’s Degree, 
Gonzo remained at Concepción and 
completed a Master’s program in 
Conference Interpreting. Part of his 
course of studies included spending a 
year abroad (2012) at the University 
of Leipzig, one of Germany’s oldest 
universities. Since March 2013 Gonzo 
has been working independently in 
Concepción and Santiago de Chile as 
an interpreter and foreign language 
teacher. 

Gonzo aspires to work as an interpreter 
for an international organization such 
as the United Nations or the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Chile. He is also 
considering the pursuit of a Ph.D. 
in interpreting studies and applied 
linguistics in his home country or 
abroad in Germany, a land of great 
tradition in that sense.  Over the past 
three and a half years, Gonzo has been 
together with a wonderful woman, 
his girlfriend Karina. They met while 
attending the youth group of their 
church, the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance in Concepción. “We have gone 
through very much together (including 
coping with the distance due to my 
academic year in Germany) and are 
happy together. We go on our path as a 
young couple ‘slowly, but safely,’ as we 
say down here.”

In closing, Gonzo will always be grateful 
for his time at Bangor Christian and 
for the experiences that he had during 
his year in our country. He says that 
he “dreams to come back someday, at 
least, to say thank you!” and see the 
very good friends he has not seen since 
graduation in 2006.   He is especially 
thankful for the teachers, students, 
host families, and other members of 
the BCS community who had such an 
impact on his life.  “If I told you all my 
memories…they’re countless!”

Above:  Gonzalo, with 
his mother, and his 
girlfriend Karina

Right: Gonzo’s 
yearbook photo from 

the 2006 edition of 
Wide Horizons

“YES, GONZO WAS AMAZING.  We accepted him without a 
home in which to stay, so by default he was at our home until we 
found a family to take him.  Gonzalo enjoyed chapel at Bangor 
Christian and the overall atmosphere.  He went to church and 
one day came to faith.  Our family had a special heart for him 
and he calls me his ‘American Dad.’  He has stayed in touch with 
me over the years, sharing his growth in the Lord and the stories 
of his life.  He is really a changed person.  He speaks several 
languages and has traveled extensively.

Gonzo had a soft heart and was very well liked.  I still have the 
wallet he gave me as a gift and his picture is on the wall in my 
office.  I love him.” 

– Jim Chasse, former BCS headmaster


