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One of the greatest blessings of 
any educational institution is to 
see its students graduate and move 
on to become successful in their 
post-secondary pursuits and have 
a positive impact on others.  The 
alumni of Bangor Christian Schools 
have a history of living out their faith, 
following God’s leading, and striving 
to use the gifts and talents He has 
provided.  We recently asked one such 
example, Jimmy and Denise (Joyce) 
Alexander, who were members of the 
classes of 1983 and 1982 respectively, 
to share with us some of their Bangor 
Christian and life experiences.  

Both the Alexander and Joyce 
families have a long history of faithful 
commitment to Bangor Christian 
Schools.  All four of Jimmy’s sisters 
are alumnae of Bangor Christian—
Jeanine (Alexander) Tableman ’81, 
Julie (Alexander) Haverlock ‘79, Kathy 
(Alexander) Astle ‘77, and Cindy 
(Alexander) Crawford ’76.  Denise’s 
sister Letitia (Joyce) Blondin graduated 
in 1984 and brother Jason Joyce 
in 1988.  Denise came to our school 
starting her sophomore year in 1979 
after Glen Cove Christian Academy 
closed.  Jimmy enrolled in the fall of 
1973 as a 3rd grade student in Miss 
Taylor’s (Mrs. Treadwell’s) classroom.  
Except for two years of homeschooling, 
Jimmy and Denise’s children received 
all of their formal education at BCS 
with Monica graduating in 2009 
and Tyler in 2011.  Sangwoo Seo of 
South Korea joined their family as 
an international student at Bangor 
Christian in 2009 and graduated with 
Tyler.  Son-in-law Brett Bradford is 
also an alumnus, Class of 2009.  

Jimmy & Denise (Joyce) Alexander
Jimmy and Denise were involved in 
a wide variety of school activities at 
BCS.  Denise was a member of the 
varsity soccer, basketball, and softball 
teams.  She sang in the chorus, served 
as class treasurer, participated in 
drama productions, and was a member 
of the yearbook staff.  Jimmy’s co-
curricular focus was primarily in the 
area of interscholastic athletics where 
he became a recognized competitor 
on the varsity soccer, basketball, and 
baseball teams.   

Denise’s first memory at BCS, and one 
of her absolute favorites, is sitting in 
Mr. Littlefield’s Bible class and soaking 
in every word.  He was a great teacher, 
and she felt privileged to sit under 
his instruction.  Mr. Littlefield along 
with Mrs. Maguire, Mr. Andresen, Mrs. 
Diane Reeves, and Mr. Prest gave her a 
package gift—words and actions that 
assured Denise they truly cared about 
her, wrapped in high standards for 
her as a student.  She will forever be 
grateful.  

Denise also shared, “Teenagers are 
impressionable and vulnerable in 
many areas.  I am so thankful my 
parents had the vision to provide a 
Christian education for their children, 
despite the limits of living on a ferry-
dependent island.  Bangor Christian 
gave me the opportunities to make 
good decisions, and I had the distinct 
benefit of Christian leadership.  I 
sometimes wonder how different 
my life would have been had those 
impressionable years been in a climate 
where my Bible was not welcome, 
prayer was silent, and the mention 
of salvation through Jesus Christ was 

forbidden.  Growing in my faith was 
an integral part of my education at 
Bangor Christian, and I will forever 
be thankful for that foundation.  It is 
the primary reason I’ve worked to pay 
it forward by volunteering at Bangor 
Christian, with a sincere desire to see 
the school positively impact future 
generations of students.”  

When asked about his memories of 
Bangor Christian, Jimmy expressed his 
gratitude for the positive influences 
at Bangor Christian, particularly 
male role models such as Darryl 
Peary, Charlie Reed and Roger Reed.  
Some of his greatest life lessons 
were learned in the sports he played, 
under coaches that each left a positive 
impact.  “I appreciate them all, and I 
learned from them the positive areas 
of being competitive, as well as how 
to handle loss.  I use those lessons in 
the workplace today, and I’m a better 
person because of them.”  However, 
Jimmy’s greatest appreciation for 
Bangor Christian doesn’t stem from 
his years as a student, but instead as 
a parent.  He concisely summed up his 
feelings when he shared, “the school 
supported what we taught Monica 
and Tyler at home, and that’s ‘worth a 
million’ to me.” Bangor Christian also 
gave Jimmy and Denise the opportunity 



to make precious memories with 
classmates and teammates, and they 
are so very thankful for really strong 
friendships that still exist after thirty 
years.  

After graduating from Bangor Christian, 
Jimmy and Denise both studied and 
began their careers locally.  Jimmy 
attended Eastern Maine Vocational 
Technical Institute, receiving a degree 
in 1986 in Automotive and Heavy 
Equipment.  He also served five years 
with the Air National Guard unit in 
Bangor, where he received training in 
machining, welding and refueling truck 
mechanics.  Jimmy spent two years 
as an auto mechanic at Drinkwater 
Auto Sales in Milford and five years 
as a fabricator for Greenfield Machine 
Works in Greenfield.  Denise pursued a 
degree in Business at Husson College, 
and was awarded her Bachelor of 
Science degree, with a concentration 
in Education in 1986.  She spent 
one year teaching business classes at 
Foxcroft Academy followed by nine 
years as an operations manager in the 
Photogrammetry Department at James 
W. Sewall Company in Old Town.  

Their life together and the addition 
of their children began during those 
young adult years.  Jimmy and Denise 
were married in the summer of 1987 
in a small church on Swan’s Island.  In 
1991 they were blessed with the birth 

of a daughter Monica Leilani, followed 
by Tyler James who was born in 1993, 
each a precious gift.  Fast forward to 
last summer, and they added another 
member to their family when Monica 
married her high school sweetheart 
Brett Bradford.  

In November of 1994, Jimmy and Denise 
took a step of faith and ventured out to 
start their own business, Alexander’s 
Welding & Machine, Inc.   Jimmy is 
president of the company, focusing 
on sales and management, though 
he still contributes as a machinist 
and fabricator.  Denise serves as vice-
president and operations manager 
overseeing the business management, 
customer service, human resources, 
and office management aspects of 
the company.  They have found this 
undertaking to be an interesting and 
rewarding journey.  The Alexanders 
have watched their business grow 
from a simple welding truck and a few 
pieces of equipment, to a company 
that employs skilled people in the 
areas of computerized machining and 
fabrication.  They produce machinery, 
equipment, and parts from various 
steels and plastics.  “Our clients are 
primarily large manufacturing firms 
and research facilities throughout the 
United States.  What makes our work 
interesting is Jimmy’s ability, with the 
support of our employees, to create 
mechanical solutions where others 
only see problems.  We even patented 
one of those solutions for a product 
used by the paper 
industry.  Our team is 
very creative, clever and 
resourceful.”  This year 
marks the company’s 
20th anniversary.  

Another venture for 
them started six years 
ago when Jimmy and 
Denise took over the 
family farm Alexander’s 
Wild Maine Blueberries, 
LLC.   Their goal was 
to build upon the hard 
work of Jimmy’s parents, 

Jim and Rosalie Alexander, and 
expand the fresh packed blueberries 
offered from the farm during the 
harvest season in August.  Jimmy and 
Denise look forward each summer to 
working with the young people they 
employ and their annual visits with 
longstanding customers.  A special 
memory is the wedding of Monica and 
Brett which was held in the blueberry 
barn last summer.  “There’s something 
extraordinarily special about the 
moment you gather with the people 
you know and love most to witness 
your child entering into a covenant 
that begins an entirely new family.  
It was one of our happiest and most 
memorable days in Greenfield,” shares 
Denise.

Jimmy and Denise have found the 
adjustment to an empty nest easier 
with Monica and Brett living nearby in 
Bangor, and Tyler returning home for 
school vacations.  Monica is finishing 
up her studies in Occupational Therapy 
at Husson University, where she also 
works in the Human Resources Office.  
Brett is a member of the Air National 
Guard, studying to be a physical 
therapist at Husson University.  He 
also works for Vacationland Inn in 
Brewer.  Tyler is majoring in Business 
Administration at Cedarville University.  
Last summer he completed an 
internship with the Maine State Police 
and has aspirations to pursue a career 
in law enforcement.  After completing 
a year at UMass Amherst, Sangwoo 

“Teenagers are impressionable and 
vulnerable in many areas.  Bangor 
Christian gave me the opportunities 
to make good decisions, and I had 
the distinct benefit of Christian 
leadership.  I sometimes wonder how 
different my life would have been 
had those impressionable years been 
in a climate where my Bible was not 
welcome, prayer was silent, and the 
mention of salvation through Jesus 
Christ was forbidden.”

Jimmy and Denise Alexander with 
their children, Monica and Tyler



returned to South Korea where 
he is currently meeting the citizen 
requirement of military service.  

Some of the reflections Jimmy and 
Denise shared include their walk 
with the Lord at a young age.  Jimmy 
was saved when he was five years 
old during Vacation Bible School at 
Greenfield Baptist Church and was 
later baptized in the Passadumkeag 
River.  Jimmy especially appreciates 
learning from Godly speakers.  Denise, 
the oldest child of Carlton and Pacita 
Joyce, was saved at a young age, 
answering an altar call at an evening 
service in the Swan’s Island Advent 
Christian Church.  That summer 
Denise was baptized in the ocean.  “I 
love time spent in my Bible, the same 
Bible I bought as a student at BCS in 
1981.  I love Christian fellowship, solid 
Bible teaching, and Christian music.  
Jesus Christ is the anchor in my life.”  

Their church attendance as a couple 
began at the Greenfield Baptist Church, 
and they have attended Bangor Baptist 
Church since 1997.  In the early years 
they taught junior church together, 
with Monica and Tyler joining them 
when they became teenagers.  In time 
Jimmy transitioned over to the security 
team, while Denise worked with 4th 
through 6th graders in Upstreet until 
last year.  Monica and Brett attend 

Old Town Christian Fellowship where 
Monica works with children in Sunday 
School.  Tyler enjoys attending Apex 
Community Church in Xenia when he 
is in Ohio, and Bangor Baptist when 
he is home. 

“Church attendance and service is 
important to us, and our testimony 
in the work place is another high 
priority.  How we treat our employees, 
serve our customers, and speak of our 
competitors are all very real ways to 
live out how Jesus Christ has taught 
us to live.  Another priority has 
been a conscious effort to pour good 
things into the lives of other people, 
particularly young people.  From the 
time Monica was in kindergarten, 
we felt strongly that volunteering at 
Bangor Christian was an important 
way to serve, and we feel privileged 
for the opportunities to interact with 
some great students, along with 
dedicated teachers and staff members.”  

Jimmy and Denise Alexander have 
been and continue to be faithful friends 
to the ministry of Bangor Christian 
Schools.  Jimmy has spent countless 
hours working on the athletic fields, 
serving as an assistant coach for the 
varsity soccer, basketball, and baseball 
teams, and installing playground 
equipment.  Denise has coached both 
the middle school and high school 
softball teams and was a longtime 
member of the Advisory Board.  She has 
been a strong advocate for the various 
advancement/development programs 
for the school.  In her role as chair 
of the Advancement Committee, she 
was focused on the financial stability 
and continual improvement of Bangor 
Christian.  Her various volunteer 
responsibilities, including Patriot Fund 
developer and administrator, and first 
editor for the BCS Patriot News, were 
turned over with the hire of a full-time 
Advancement Director in 2009, and 
built upon by Jim Frost who currently 
fills that position.

Bangor Christian continues to be strong 
and thrive because of the support of 

At Tyler’s High School Graduation

Brett and Monica Bradford

families such as the Alexanders.  We 
are sincerely grateful for the loyalty 
of our dedicated and faithful families 
who are committed to the mission of 
our school.

“Thank you for giving me an opportunity 
to share some thoughts about Jimmy 
and Denise. They are one of my 
favorite couples, of all of the students 
that I taught. I have so much respect for 
them because of the circumspect way 
they handled themselves as a dating 
couple, a true credit to their parents 
who brought them up in a Godly 
manner and taught them to respect 
the Lord and conduct themselves in 
a way that He would want.  I have 
watched Jimmy and Denise raise their 
own children by the same principles, 
striving to inspire Monica and Tyler 
to live lives that would be pleasing 
to God.  I don’t know of anyone who 
has been more supportive of Bangor 
Christian Schools than Jim and Denise 
Alexander.  They have put more time 
into the school, selflessly, than anyone 
else I know.  What a wonderful couple 
that exemplifies what Bangor Christian 
is all about!” 

– Darryl Peary, former BCS teacher, 
coach, and administrator




