
After her service in Eastern Europe, Marnie returned 
to Ellsworth. During this time her father was asked 
to be a commencement speaker at a Bible institute 
in southeastern India.  Marnie accompanied her 
father, and worked in an orphanage during that 
time. While there, she was invited to return to 
teach at the Bible institute— becoming the first 
American woman on their faculty.

“It was during my second stay in India that I felt 
God’s call on my life for theological education. 
This newly revealed passion led me to pursue a 
master’s degree in historical theology / women’s 
ministry at Dallas Theological Seminary,” said 
Blackstone.

This summer, Marnie will be fulfilling her internship 
at Chuck Swindoll’s church. The emphasis of the 
project will be establishing theological educational 
opportunities for women in India and Guatemala.

As Marnie reflects on her time at Bangor Christian, 
two things are prominent in her mind. First, the 
investment of Mr. Prest in her life, ”Mr. Prest 
always has and continues to be supportive of 
my life endeavors, and I can’t imagine facing 
these present academic challenges without his 
preparation.”

Another fond memory relates to the arts and her 
participation in the production of Arsenic and Old 
Lace, “Up until that point, I had never experienced 
the unifying affect of a community. I will always 
be grateful for that team’s acceptance of me and 
the opportunity to fit in.”

Marnie 
Blackstone, 
Class of 
1998

Anyone who 
spent any time 
with Marnie 
B l a c k s t o n e 
during her two 
years at Bangor 
C h r i s t i a n 
knows that she 
had a heart for 
multicultural 
missions. Upon 

graduating from BCS in ’98, Marnie enrolled at 
Lancaster Bible College where she earned her B.S. 
in Bible and Women’s Ministries in 2002. During 
her time at Lancaster Bible College, she interned 
in Africa as a short-term missionary.

Upon graduating from college, Marnie continued to 
seek the Lord’s direction in her life, and that search 
brought her to the church planting organization 
Cross World. Through Cross World, Marnie was 
assigned a two-year mission in Slovakia to attend 
language school and be involved with a church 
planting team.

“I was sent out by my home church, Emmanuel 
Baptist, [where her dad, Barry, pastors], and all of 
my support came from the state of Maine. I was 
so appreciative of our community rising up and 
supporting one of her own,” recalls Blackstone.

Alumni in Ministry
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Marnie in India with her Indian grandmother.



Ransom 
Kent, 
Class of 
2000 

Very few people 
logged as many 
miles during their 
high school days 
as Ransom Kent. 
Not only did 
Ransom make 
the long trek 
from Franklin to 
Bangor each day, 
but the return 

home many times was late into the evening due to 
soccer and basketball participation. After four years 
at BCS, Ransom headed off to Cedarville University to 
seek a degree in engineering.

“It did not take me long to realize that engineering 
was not my thing, so I switched to business,” noted the 
2000 BCS graduate.

It became evident to him that business was not his 
passion either, so Ransom started working for a local 
construction company in Springfield, 20 minutes 
outside of Cedarville. One day he injured his eye at 
work, and his fiancée, Julie, had to drive him to the 
emergency room. During the ride to the hospital, 
Julie informed Ransom that a woman with whom she 
worked had told her that Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church was looking for a youth minister.

“I knew the Lord was guiding me to that position. I 
sent in my resume the next day and was hired.” 

On a team of youth ministers, Ransom is the relational 
pastor. His primary responsibilities include establishing 
opportunities for relational ministries in small groups, 
social activities, and service projects. He typically has 
50 to 60 young people in attendance on a weekly basis.

A major emphasis of the church is a short-term mission 
trip each summer. Last year, Ransom surprised his group 
with a mystery location. Instead of taking the normal 
long distance trip, the teens wound up in the inner city 
of Springfield, conducting VBS, doing construction on 
a women’s shelter, and helping in the soup kitchen.

Ransom has been married four years to Julie from 
Palm Bay, Florida. He is presently pursuing a degree in 
religion at Wittenberg University.

“I love teaching. My calling to ministry is the Word of 
God; I am a big believer in the authority of God.”

Ransom notes the Mr. Lovely had a significant influence 
on him during his days at BCS, “Mr. Lovely clearly 
enjoyed life and had a heart for God. I am so glad I 
had the option to go to a Christian school like Bangor 
Christian.”

Mrs. Kent, you were right: he’s a good boy!

Tony Muniz, Class of 1975 

Tony Muniz graduated from Bangor Christian School 
in 1975. After graduating from BCS, he spent three 
years at Appalachian Bible College and received 
degrees from Evangel Bible Training Institute, San 
Diego Bible College, and Bethany Bible College. Tony 
has a wide range of instruction grounded in Scriptures 
and has also taken courses from Bob Jones University 
and Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary. He has 
experience in teaching at Marietta Bible College in 
Marietta, Ohio and has gained extensive experience 
counseling individuals and families from the Word of 
God.

Since the start of his pastoral ministry in 1980, Tony 
and his family have served in churches in Maine, Ohio, 
and South Carolina. He has served as pastor of The 
Skyland Drive Bible Church since 2005. Tony has also 
worked at the printing division at Bob Jones University 
while ministering with the Neighborhood Bible Class, a 
city outreach in Greenville, South Carolina.

He and his wife, Brenda, have two sons who are 
faithfully serving Jesus Christ in their respective 
locations. In his spare time, Tony enjoys reading, 
walking, and collecting good books.

Left to Right: Titus, Tony, Brenda, Sarah, and Antonio II.

Ransom and his wife Julie.



Tyler Hartford, Class of 1995 

Tyler Hartford graduated from Bangor Christian in 1995. 
He was very involved in athletics and was instrumental 
in reviving the boys’ cross country program. His 
senior year, he was named the Century III Maine state 
representative and attended a prestigious conference 
in Baltimore focusing on leadership potential.

With a keen interest in politics, Tyler headed off to 
Hillsdale College in Michigan. He eventually changed 
his major to theater/rhetoric and upon graduating in 
1999, became the education director and accounting 
manager for the Toledo Symphony. In July 2000, Tyler 
married Genessa Brenneman, a foreign language 
teacher from Goshen, Indiana. A serious illness to his 
father-in-law and the events surrounding 9/11 were 
cause for Tyler to consider God’s call to the ministry. 
He enrolled at Winebrenner Seminary and worked 
full-time as a development director for the Christian 
television station WLMD.
“We saw God meet our needs in very unique ways 
during my seminary days.  Our two daughters, Cadence 
and Kyrie, were born, hearing aids were provided to 
me at no cost, and our house sold,” recalls Tyler.

The Hartford family moved to Genessa’s hometown 
of Goshen where Tyler was installed as a full-time 
associate at the Pleasant View Mennonite Church, the 
congregation where he and Genessa had been married. 
He preaches every other Sunday and also is responsible 
for family ministry, young adults, and visitation care 
for the church of 300. Since moving to Goshen, the 
Hartfords have added two boys to the fold: Brayson 
and Brannen.

Tyler points to Tom Obey’s and Burleigh Shorey’s Bible 
classes as courses that impacted him while at BCS. He 
also is grateful to Mr. Prest for his insistence upon good 
communication skills.

“One of the fondest memories I have is conducting a 
chapel with my best friend Kevin Booker. I remember 
that a lot of students made dedications to the Lord that 
are still being honored today.”

Larry Balthis, Class of 1982 

Larry Balthis graduated from Bangor Christian in 
1982. He went to Baptist Bible College in Springfield, 
Missouri to train for the ministry. He earned a B.S. in 
theology in 1986 but stayed on to work with the college 
until his wife, Tami, earned her teaching degree two 
years later.

Larry and Tami faced some challenging years in the 
ministry in their early days. Upon arriving to Holbrook, 
MA, to their first church, they found out the pastor 
who called them had resigned. Larry honored his 
commitment with that ministry for a year but moved 
to another church in Tampa, Florida and ministered 
there from 1989 to 1991.

In 1991, the Balthis family migrated to Michigan where 
Larry would be the youth pastor and Tami would teach 
in a Christian school. After four years of ministry at 
Wick Road Baptist Church, Larry felt the Lord was 
calling him to be a senior pastor.

“We moved to Illinois to be near Tami’s family. I could 
work in her father’s antique business as I sought a 
church to pastor,” Larry explained.

One year later, a church in Manchester, Illinois came 
to Larry’s attention. It was a rural church in a small 
town of 350 people that averaged around 60 folks on 
a Sunday morning.  Larry eventually accepted the call 
and has faithfully served as their pastor for thirteen 
years. The services now average around 100 people 
and significant renovations have taken place on the 
church property.

Tyler Hartford with his wife Genessa and their children: 
Cadence, Kyrie, Brayson and Brannen.

Larry, Tami, Ryan, Zachary, and Torrey.



“We have a community church that is strongly family-
minded. We have an effective youth ministry with a 
traditional emphasis on teaching and preaching.”

Larry and Tami’s oldest son Ryan is serving in the 
ceremonial guard of the Marines in Washington, D.C.  
Their other two sons Zach and Torrey are still in high 
school. Larry’s mom moved out to Manchester from 
Corinth, Maine  several years ago.

“As I reflect on my years at BCS, I’ll always be grateful 
for Mrs. Maguire. She worked with me in typing class 
in spite of my vision impairment. Those keyboarding 
skills have been a real lifesaver.  I also greatly appreciate 
the academic challenges from teachers like Mr. Prest 
and Mr. Clater.”

Debbie Pete, Class of 1977 

Debbie Pete (’77) was led to the Lord by a counselor 
at  Fair Haven Bible camp at the age of eight. While 
attending Bangor Christian, she felt God might be 
calling her into missions, but she did not pursue that 
call. In the early 80’s, she and Ray met, dated, married 
and served together in several local churches in the 
Bangor area. They joined Hermon Baptist Church 
in 2005 where they both wound up on a short term 
mission trip to Fortaleza, Brazil in the summer of 2008.  
On that trip, both Debbie and Ray felt the Lord tugging 
on their hearts to serve in this northeast corner of 
Brazil in the guest house for Avant missionaries.

“We both fell in love with the people of Brazil and their 
openness to the missionaries and their heart for God. 
Neither one of us wanted to go back home,” recalls 
Debbie.
The Petes are uniquely qualified to serve in this 

specialized capacity. Fortaleza is a city of 3.2 million 
people, and the interior missionaries come to the 
metropolis for doctors’ appointments, holidays, and 
access to the airport. Ray has been an electrician, 
carpenter, and maintenance man while Debbie has 
regularly been involved in women’s and hospitality 
ministries.

Debbie points to a of couple “ironies” that were involved 
with their decision to submit to the field of Brazil, “It 
was a missionary’s kid from Brazil that led me to the 
Lord, and it is the missionary couple that I had been 
praying for that we are replacing.”

The Pete’s have faced many challenges as they continue 
raise their support. Not the least was Debbie’s recent 
diagnosis of uterine cancer this past spring. She had 
surgery on May 3rd and was pronounced cancer free 
for which they are praising God.

“God has a sense of humor. We have been praying for 
years that our children would be called to the mission 
field, but He called us. We would encourage all of you 
to resist putting limits on what you can do for God. It 
is never too late to answer the call.” 

If you would like to contact Ray and Debbie, they can 
be reached at thepetes@avmi.org.

Debbie and Ray Pete.


