
139:23-24 “Search me, O God and 
know my heart: try me, and know 
my thoughts: and see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.”  

After graduating 
from Bangor 
Christian in 
1979, Jack and 
Sharon were 
married in 1980. 
Jack entered 
the automobile 
industry in 1982 
as a finance 
and insurance 
manager. In 
1991 he was 
one of the 
key people in 

the development of Credit Now 
Auto Company, a business that 
eventually grew into the largest 
used car dealership in Maine. A 
couple of years later, Jack was 
given the task of the forming 
Atlantic Acceptance Corporation, a 
local company that would handle 
the financing needs of some of the 
customers who purchased their 
vehicles at Credit Now Auto. He 
also became a business partner 
in both companies. In November 
2009, Credit Now and Atlantic 
Acceptance were sold to the Lee 
Auto Group, and Jack was asked to 
stay on to oversee both companies 
as the chief operating officer.  In 
May of 2012, Jack was honored 
with the Shepard Lee Award 

In reviewing the 
1979 edition of Wide 
Horizons, the yearbook 
for Bangor Christian 
Schools, you will find 
Jack Bridges involved in all aspects 
of school life.  He was among 
the 37 members of the Class of 
1979, serving as vice-president 
of the class.  Under the “Senior 
Superlatives” Jack was selected 
as the best dressed male and he 
and future wife Sharon Thibodeau 
were the “Class Couple.”  He is 
listed on the Honor Roll, receiving 
high honors, was a member of 
the Witnessing Club, and sang in 
the school chorus.  Jack was very 
active in interscholastic sports, 
participating in cross country, 
soccer, basketball, and baseball.  He 
was a starter and one of the captains 
for Roger Reed’s 1979 Eastern 
Maine basketball championship 
team. His senior verse was Psalm 
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from the Lee Auto Group. It is an 
award given to an employee in 
recognition of carrying on Shep’s 
example of leadership, integrity, 
and innovation. 

The Bridges have one daughter, 
Laura, who attended Bangor 
Christian and graduated in 1999.  
Like her parents, Laura met her 
future spouse Aaron Davis (‘99) 
at BCS and they were married in 
2003.  After high school, Laura 
enrolled at Cedarville University 
and finished her Bachelor of 
Science degree at the University of 
Colorado.  She is currently at the 
University of Pennsylvania pursing 
her Masters of Science degree in 
Nurse Anesthesia.  Aaron graduated 
from the United States Air Force 
Academy with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Civil Engineering 
and also graduated from the Naval 
Postgraduate School with a Masters 
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in Foreign Area Intelligence and 
simultaneously became fluent in 
Arabic. The couple resides in New 
Jersey as Aaron is stationed at 
McGuire Air Force Base.

Jack and Sharon attend Family 
Bible Church in Ellsworth where 
they have faithfully worshiped 
since 1982. They have had the 
privilege of teaching children’s 
church, AWANA, Sunday school, 
and couples classes, as well as 
financial classes.  Currently, 
Jack serves the church family 
as an elder and Sharon is the 
church’s nursery director, a role 
she has maintained for over 30 
years.  They are both humbled and 
continuously challenged by the 
responsibilities of their roles within 
the body of Family Bible Church.  

In reflecting back on his time at 
Bangor Christian, Jack’s memories 
include meeting his wife of 32 years 
and the wonderful friendships that 
he and Sharon were able to foster 
during their high school years, 
many of which remain intact today.  
Other fond memories include being 
a part of the basketball team that 
became Eastern Maine champions 
in 1979.   Jack also mentions 
that he and Sharon shared locker 
#5 and nineteen years later that 
same locker was assigned to their 
daughter Laura.

Jack recalls Roger Reed, Charlie 
Reed, Darryl Peary, Bill Prest, and 
John Clater as teachers and coaches 
who had a significant influence 
on him during his time at Bangor 
Christian.  He truly believes that 
one of the strongest impacts on his 
life and his walk with God was the 
exposure to strong Christian men 
during his formative years at our 
school.  Looking back at his high 
school years, Jack can distinctly 
recollect countless instances where 
Godliness, integrity, discipline, and 
sportsmanship were modeled by 
the faculty and coaches at BCS.  He 
feels exceptionally blessed for the 
opportunity to have been taught 
and counseled by such fine people.  
“One of our greatest hopes and 
daily prayers is for the future of 
Bangor Christian Schools.  We pray 
that it has a strong future to be able 
to continue to positively impact 
young people just as it did for our 
family.  Both Sharon and I fully 
realize the sacrifices made by our 
parents, the faculty, administrators, 
and coaches.  We are a product 
of their commitment to God and 
Christian education, and for that, 
we are forever grateful.” 

“Jack Bridges is one of the finest 
young men I have ever had the 
privilege of coaching. He was an 

One of our 
greatest hopes and 

daily prayers is 
for the future of 

Bangor Christian 
Schools.

integral part of our 1979 Eastern 
Maine championship team.  He 
accepted all of his responsibilities 
without question and worked very 
hard every time he stepped on the 
court.  He was a great team player 
and an even better person.  The best 
thing about Jack is that he hasn’t 
changed.  He is a wonderful family 
man and still a great person.” – 
Coach Roger Reed

“I have known Jack since I watched 
him play basketball at Bangor 
Christian during the 1970’s.  I have 
also worked with him for the past 
15 years while he has served as a 
deacon and elder at Family Bible 
Church.  It has been a privilege 
to know him and to serve with 
him. I consider him a friend and 
a Christian leader of the highest 
quality.” – Pastor Richard Rockwell, 
Family Bible Church 


