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Many alumni of Bangor Christian 
Schools have gone on to distinguish 
themselves in many different ways.  
One such example is Matthew 
Clapp, a member of the class of 
1992.  For the past two decades, 
Matthew has served our country 
as an officer in the United States 
Air Force.  He is currently stationed 
at Pope Army Air Field in North 
Carolina.  He has attained the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel and is 
qualified in the B-1 Bomber!

Matthew was born and raised in 
Maxfield, ME.  Maxfield had a true 
small town feel as it had no post 
office, schools, or stoplights, and 
it had more cows than people!  
He accepted Christ as his Savior 
while attending summer camp 
at Living Waters Bible Camp in 
1985.  Matthew enrolled in Bangor 
Christian for his freshman year 
in 1988.  Matthew was actively 
involved in the interscholastic 
athletic program as a member of 
the varsity soccer and basketball 
teams. He was selected for co-
captain for both teams his senior 
year.   Upon graduating from Bangor 
Christian, Matthew attended 
Pensacola Christian College for 
one semester.  With the help and 
support of Mr. Bill Prest, he applied 
for and received a nomination 
from Senator William Cohen for 
the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy (USMMA) in Kings Point, 
NY.

Matthew Clapp - Class of 1992

In the fall of 1993, Matthew 
was accepted to the USMMA.  
Throughout his years at the 
academy, he was involved in 
various leadership positions, 
soccer, and offshore sailing.  His 
time there also included two six-
month tours overseas.  Prior to 
attending USMMA, Matthew met 
and began dating Kimberly Janelle 
of Farmingdale, ME.  They met at 
the University of Maine at Orono 
bookstore, where she worked part 
time, while he was on a visit there.  
Matthew and Kimberly dated 
throughout his time at the academy 
and while she earned her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Elementary 
Education.  They were married at 
Penny Memorial Baptist Church in 
Augusta, ME on December 28, 1996.  
While Matthew finished his degree, 
Kimberly taught elementary school 
for two years in Gardiner, ME.  
Matthew graduated from USMMA 
in the spring of 1997 with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Marine transportation and a U.S. 
Coast Guard 3rd Mates License.  
Directly following graduation, he 
was commissioned into the United 
States Air Force.  Matthew and 
Kimberly started their journey 
in the Air Force with a move to 
Pensacola, FL for navigator training 
and the selection of his aircraft, the 
B-1 bomber.  The couple has been 
blessed with two sons, Logan, 13 
and Mitchell, 10.  Logan is in the 
7th grade, loves art, especially 
drawing, and is in the Lego Club at 

school.  Mitchell is in the 4th grade, 
is an avid reader, and plans to start 
football this spring.  Both boys are 
big New England Patriot fans just 
like their dad! 

Kimberly and the boys are true 
testaments to the resiliency of a 
military family.  After starting their 
family, Kimberly took on the role 
of stay at home mom and has been 
busy raising their sons and is very 
active in various military spouse 
leadership positions.  During 
their eighteen years of military 
service, they have undergone eight 
deployments, ten moves to seven 
different states, various church 
families, and thus far eight schools.  
There have been countless days 
away from home for training 
exercises and many late night 
and weekends spent at work.  In 
Matthew’s absence, Kimberly has 
had to be the mother and father.  
While Matthew made it home in 
time for the deliveries of both sons, 
he missed much of the pregnancies.  



Their oldest son Logan was born 
in August of 2001 with Tracheal 
Esophageal Fistula.  T.E.F. is a birth 
defect that consists of being born 
without an esophagus.   At two days 
old the doctors were amazingly 
able to repair this by “building” 
him one using existing tissue.  

Matthew pinned on the rank of 
captain on September 10, 2001.  
The next day, September 11, the 
world changed.  Within two weeks, 
Matthew deployed with some of 
the first crews to fight the war on 

terror.  The early deployments are 
not like they are now.  There was 
little to no communication with 
the deployed members.  During 
this time, Logan continued to have 
multiple procedures and surgeries.  
He would often learn of them after 
the fact, by seeing a note posted by 
the commander on the community 
board.  Logan is absolutely fine 
now; you would never know 
he was born with T.E.F.  During 
December of 2001, Matthew was 
scheduled to fly a combat mission, 
while Kimberly and Logan were 
flying back from Maine to Idaho.  
Matthew was taken off the mission 
at the last moment and was not 
able to inform Kimberly of this 
change.  This was the night that a 
B-1 crashed into the Indian Ocean, 
and she saw this news flash across 
the airport televisions, thinking 
that he had crashed.  She was 

eventually informed that he was 
not on the flight and that the four-
crew members were all right.  Using 
the word resilient in relation to 
Kimberly and the boys is too soft a 
word.  In Matthew’s many absences, 
Kimberly has been blessed with not 
only the love and support of their 
immediate families, but also that of 
their “military family.”

Matthew has currently accumulated 
over 2,600 flight hours and has 
deployed seven times in support 
of Operations Enduring Freedom, 

Iraqi Freedom, and New 
Dawn. In 2009, Matthew 
received his Master of Arts 
in National Security and 
Strategic Studies from the 
Naval Command and Staff 
College at the U.S. Naval 
War College in Newport, RI.  
On his 2010 deployment, 
he received the Bronze Star 
for his work in Iraq.   He 
was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel in August of 2012, 
and he pinned on his 
Master Navigator Wings in 
2014.  The family moved 

to Pinehurst, NC in August 2014, 
where he is on his tenth duty 
station while working at the 18th 
Air Support Operations Group, 
Pope Army Air Field.  This spring 
Matthew will begin his eighth 
deployment and will 
be the Commander of 
the 82nd Expeditionary 
Air Support Operations 
Squadron in Kuwait.  To 
date, Matthew has flown 
435 B-1 flights of which 
101 are combat missions, 
totaling 1,268 combat 
hours.

As a student at Bangor 
Christian, Matthew had 
the privilege of sitting 
under dedicated teachers 
who were there to instruct 
him academically and 
to guide him spiritually.  

Mr. Prest and Mrs. Maguire were 
two of the teachers who helped 
and assisted him throughout 
his time there.  They can attest 
that Matthew was not the best 
student academically, spiritually, 
or behaviorally.  However, the 
guidance and instruction he 
received from his teachers have 
guided him throughout his military 
career.  He is thankful for their 
involvement in his life.

“I remember Matt Clapp as a fun-loving 
student.  We would have a few chuckles 
before class, but once the lesson began, 
he was all business.  Matt was a good 
student, always respectful, and whatever 
he attempted was done well.  It pleases 
me that when he is home, he always 
seeks me out at church to see how I 
am doing.  Today, as I pray for God’s 
protection on that same fun-loving man 
(Lt. Col. Matthew Clapp), I know he is 
doing an excellent job protecting me and 
my country.        - Mrs. Merlene Maguire
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Matt’s wife Kimberly with their sons 
Logan and Mitchell
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1997 - First military aircraft flight in a MC-130E


