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Since its inception in 1970, Bangor 
Christian Schools has been fortunate 
to have a number of families who 
have been loyal and committed 
to our school.  Carroll and Terri 
Conley and their family have been 
part of our school community for 
almost four decades, serving Bangor 
Christian Schools and Bangor Baptist 
Church in a number of capacities.  
Their collective impact has been a 
wonderful blessing to our students, 
staff, and school, as well as the 
other ministries of the church.  We 
are pleased to be able to share their 
experiences at Bangor Christian and 
how the Lord has used this couple 
here and elsewhere for His honor 
and glory.  

Carroll and Terri were both raised 
in Christian homes. Terri, who was 
born in Mobile, Alabama, is an 
identical twin and has four siblings. 
She attended Greystone Christian 
School until she was ten years old, 
when her family moved to Curacao, 
Netherlands Antilles to serve on the 
mission field. Carroll grew up in the 
Brownville Junction/Milo area and 
attended public schools until he 
transferred to Bangor Christian in 
the fall of 1975 for his last two years 
of high school. Terri and Carroll met 
each other on the first day of college 
at Pensacola Christian College where 
they both majored in education. They 
got married half way through their 
senior year on December 20, 1980. 

Upon graduating in 1981, they 
moved to Norton, MA, to teach at 

Carroll (‘77) and Terri Conley
New Testament Christian School 
where Chet Littlefield was the school 
administrator.  They served eleven 
years there. Terri was a classroom 
teacher and elementary supervisor. 
Carroll worked in the capacity of 
teacher, coach, athletic director, and 
was principal from 1988 through 
1992.  Their first son Nathan was 
born in March of 1982 followed by 
Matthew in December of 1983.  In 
1992 Carroll answered the call to 
serve as the principal of Bangor 
Christian Schools, so the Conleys 
moved to Maine. 

Carroll’s Experiences as a 
Bangor Christian Student . . .

Carroll recalls, “I first came to Bangor 
Christian in the fall of 1975. Even 
though I was raised in a wonderful 
Christian home, and attended a 
solid Bible believing church, I was 
involved in some very destructive 
and selfish behavior my freshman 
and sophomore years. I actually 
asked my mom and dad if I could 
attend Bangor Christian because I 
knew I was heading for trouble if I 
had stayed in public school. I don’t 
know where I would be today if it 
were not for the love and support 
that I received from my schoolmates 
and teachers at Bangor Christian 
those last two years of high school. 
There is no doubt in my mind that 
those two years at Bangor Christian 
influenced me to get involved in 
Christian education. I wanted other 
young people to experience an 
education that centered on Christ in 

an environment that supported what 
was being taught by their parents.”

It’s hard for Carroll to single out one 
teacher when so many people had a 
positive influence during his years at 
Bangor Christian as a student. But, 
he would have to say beginning as 
a student at Bangor Christian, and 
then continuing as an educator in 
Massachusetts, for Carroll, Chet 
Littlefield became a spiritual father. 
He also noted that Mrs. Bankston’s 
English classes and Karl Andresen’s 
psychology classes rarely had dull 
moments.

Carroll and Terri Conley, pictured in Boothbay Harbor 
with Carroll’s mother, Pauline.

Carroll Conley - 1977 Wide Horizons



He also has wonderful memories of 
playing basketball for Roger Reed. 
The Patriots were the Eastern Maine 
runners up his senior year (’77). He 
also had the privilege of playing on 
Bangor Christian’s very first soccer 
team under coach Darryl Peary. “My 
greatest love was always baseball, 
and one of my favorite coaches of all 
time was Charlie Reed.”

Highlights from the Conleys’ time 
at Bangor Christian Schools 

When the Conleys came to Bangor 
Christian in 1992, the school was 
still recovering from some great 
challenges it had faced. There 
were approximately 190 students 
attending at that time. After talking 
to local pastors, it became clear to 
Carroll that there was a perception 
that students of denominations other 
than Baptist were not welcome at 
the school.  One of Carroll’s first 
priorities was making sure that 
the Body of Christ recognized that 
Bangor Christian was serious about 
being a regional Christian school 
and desired to serve all families 
who wished to send their children 
there. The Lord blessed those efforts; 
the school began to grow, and the 
reputation of Bangor Christian was 
quickly restored.

During his time as principal, Carroll 
had several accomplishments which 
he looks back upon with great 
satisfaction, one of the greatest being 
moving Bangor Christian toward 
accreditation with the New England 
Association of Schools & Colleges. He 
was taking his Master’s in Education 
at the University of Maine at the time, 
which allowed him to tailor nearly 
every project in the next two to three 
years to improving Bangor Christian 
and working toward accreditation. 
Another facet of this process was the 
establishment of the parental advisory 
board. Additionally, from 1992 to 
2000 Carroll was active in the Maine 
Principals’ Association serving as the 
chairman of the state science fair and 

also as the president of the Northeast 
Principals Association. The school’s 
foreign exchange program was also 
started under Carroll’s leadership. 
When Carroll came back to Bangor 
Christian in ‘92, both he and Dr. Mick 
believed the school could grow to 
400 students; the enrollment for the 
fall of 2000 was 420.

Carroll says, “I’m thankful for the 
wonderful opportunities I’ve had 
to serve in the ministry both in 
Massachusetts and Maine. I certainly 
very much enjoyed my time as a 
music director of Bangor Baptist 
Church. However, when I consider 
the impact that Bangor Christian 
had upon my life personally and the 
integral role it played in my sons’, 
my wife’s and my dad’s life, I have to 
consider one of my greatest honors 
was to serve as the principal at my 
alma mater.”

During her twenty-two years at 
Bangor Christian Schools, Terri was 
a classroom teacher, tutor, substitute 
teacher, detention coordinator, 
elementary chapel coordinator, 
administrative assistant, and middle 
school/high school secretary and 
receptionist. Terri has also served in 
many ministries of Bangor Baptist 
Church during that time. She’s been 
a Mission’s Committee member, 
a Women’s Christmas Coffee 
Committee member, and member 
of the praise and worship team.  
She also taught the Wednesday 
evening Children’s Church for grades 
K4 through 5th and has had the 
privilege of going on short term 
missions trips to the Philippines and 
Haiti. Terri has a love for people, 
especially children. She considered 
her employment at Bangor Christian 
a ministry and wanted to serve the 
staff, parents, and students. Her 
desire was to make people feel loved 
and valued.  Leaving the school was 
one of the hardest decisions she has 
had to make.  Terri loved her job 
and considered it a privilege to work 
alongside some of the greatest men 

and women she has known.  

Nathan and Matthew both were 
outstanding athletes in their high 
school days — participating in 
soccer, basketball, baseball, track, 
cross country, and golf. They both 
were named to the first team all-
state soccer honors their junior and 
senior years. Matthew received the 
athlete-of-the-year honors his senior 
year. Nathan was named the Wendy’s 
Heisman outstanding scholar/athlete 
for the state of Maine his senior year. 
Both of the boys also were involved in 
choir and have many fond memories 
of the drama productions directed by 
Stephanie Lanham.

Where They Are Now 

In 2000, Carroll left the school to 
join the pastoral staff at Bangor 
Baptist Church as the music director.  
Later, in July 2010, Carroll became 
the executive director of the 
Christian Civic League, a non-profit 
organization that has advocated for 
the sanctity of life, religious liberty, 
and Biblical values since 1897.  In 
August 2014, Terri joined Carroll as 
the Christian Civic League’s assistant 
development director.  Nathan 
graduated from Bangor Christian in 
2000 and attended Gordon College 
before joining the US Army in 2004.  
Nathan presently lives in Charlotte, 
NC, where he is the co-host of the 
radio show “The Call Up”, and he 
also serves as executive producer for 
WFNZ radio. He and his wife Taria 
attend the Rock River Church where 
Nathan is a volunteer for the middle 
school and high school youth group.  
Matthew graduated from Bangor 
Christian in 2002 and attended 
Gordon College and Baptist Bible 
College. He now serves as a medic in 
the US Army, and his wife Whitney 
and daughter Brooklynn reside in 
Miramar, Florida. They attend the 
Oasis Church. 
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The Conley Family
Back Row: Nathan, Carroll, Matthew

Front Row: Taria, Terri, Pauline, Brooklynn, Whitney

“Some special 
memories that I 
have were being 

able to go on countless senior trips.  
One in particular is when I went with 
the seniors to Myrtle Beach in 2004.  
Mrs. Boone and I drove the ‘luggage’ 
van and left for Myrtle Beach on Easter 
Sunday after the morning service.  We 
only stopped for gas and snacks, talked 
the whole way, and arrived only hours 
within the time of the other vans that 
had left earlier that morning.  That 
was the beginning of a great friendship 
that I still continue to enjoy today with 
Mrs. Boone. I am sure that the staff and 
students remember the typographical 
errors in the daily announcements 
and ‘intercom’ blunders that kept them 
laughing - I just learned to laugh at my 
mistakes.  Other special times were 
going to all of our sons’ pee wee games 
and middle and high soccer, basketball, 
and baseball games as well as track 
meets. We had the privilege of housing 
many international students.  We also 
had Dedra and Katie Kelley stay with us 
because they lived in Steuben, which was 
too far away to commute, so they stayed 
with us during the week. I loved my 

‘job’ and my years at Bangor Christian 
were blessed with many memories and 
friendships that I will forever treasure.”

Terri

“I would have to say one of the most 
poignant and fondest memories I have is 
the 2002 Eastern Maine boys’ basketball 

championship game. I had been doing color for WHCF with Wayne Frost all 
season. Wayne lost his voice during the tournament, so I did the play-by-play 
while my dad, Carroll Conley, Sr., did the color. Those of you who remember 
that tournament know what an emotional time that was for Bangor Christian 
as one of the team’s key players, David Chrisos, was involved in a very 
serious car accident just before the tournament started. The players rallied 
around David and his dad, assistant coach Don Chrisos, and made it to the 
championship game.  I’ll never forget watching my son (Matthew) ascend the 
ladder, take the net from the rim and with David Chrisos’ jersey in his hand, 
turn and wave to the crowd. As Matthew descended the ladder, there was 
Coach Chrisos waiting for him. Matthew draped the net around Coach Chrisos’ 
neck as they embraced. I was trying to do the play-by-play, but neither dad 
nor I could speak as we were overcome with the emotions of that moment.”

Carroll

2002 Boys’ Basketball Coach Don 
Chrisos with Matthew Conley



“Summarizing my entire 
experience at Bangor Christian in 
just a few short sentences seems 

like an impossible task; in fact, it would probably not do justice to 
my time spent there. However, it is not difficult to recall the pleasant 
memories and overwhelmingly positive impact everyone there had 
on my life. The relationships and bonds formed not just with fellow 
students, but faculty alike, enhanced my educational experience 
and was inherent to molding me into the man I’ve become today. The 
authentic connections established make a return home feel like I had 
never left, regardless of the amount of time that has passed since 
my previous visit. The staff always seemed genuinely interested 
in every individual student’s well-being.  They were sincerely 
committed to dedicating their time to best prepare us for success 
in not only our studies but also for life beyond the walls of Bangor 
Christian -- something, unfortunately, I find is very rare in far too 
many places throughout the landscape of today’s educational system.”

At times, I’m sure I complained about being there, and I certainly 
played a role in making things difficult for those to which I just spoke 
of so fondly.  I’m now able to look back and appreciate the invaluable 
instruction I received, the deeply personal relationships formed, and 
irreplaceable memories that I will carry with me no matter where life 
takes me. It seems like a cliche to say I’m forever indebted to those 
who helped enhance my educational experience throughout my most 
important and formative years.  But I do know, beyond a shadow 
of a doubt, that I owe my successes in life partly to every single 
one of those teachers, administrators, and friends who played an 
integral role in impacting my life in such a profoundly positive way.” 

Nathan

“Although it has been thirteen 
years since I graduated from 
Bangor Christian, it is not hard 

for me to recall some of my fondest memories from the many years I spent 
there. However, it is very difficult to sift through those memories and 
select just a sampling. Because so much of my time at BCS was devoted to 
athletics, my fondest memory is undoubtedly the Eastern Maine basketball 
championship we won my senior year. I have played sports my entire life, 
and I have never had more fun and been more proud to be part of a team 
than I was with my teammates that year. I will never forget standing on 
that ladder and cutting down the nets as long as I live!”

“My favorite teacher during my time at BC isn’t even close. I honestly 
believe that if you asked any student that had the honor and privilege 
of having Mr. Prest as their teacher, they would tell you the exact same 
thing. I have never had a teacher who genuinely cared about not just the 
academic future of his students but his students’ well-being more the Mr. 
Prest. Were his classes difficult? Absolutely! Did he hold every single one 
of his students to a higher standard? Yes, he did. But no matter how much 
work we had to do or how difficult each class was, I knew Mr. Prest wanted 
only what was best for me, and all he cared about was seeing me succeed. 
I can say with absolute certainty I would not be the person I am today if I 
had not had Mr. Prest as a teacher. A simple ‘thank you’ in an article cannot 
begin to express the gratitude I feel toward you, but thank you Mr. Prest! I 
am and forever will be grateful for your dedication to your students.” 

Matthew

Matt with his wife Whitney 
and daughter Brooklynn

Nate with his wife Taria and their dogs.

Matt, Carroll and Nate on the golf course.


