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For those who have been connected 
with Bangor Christian Schools for 
any length of time, our memories 
of Paula Dunn center around a 
young lady committed to Christ 
and her beautiful, powerful singing 
voice.  Even as a child growing up 
in our school and in Bangor Baptist 
Church, Paula used the musical 
gifts she was given for her Savior’s 
honor and glory and continues to 
do so today.  We are privileged to 
share a little bit about her life and 
where the Lord has led her since 
her time at Bangor Christian.  

Blessed with Hope 

Paula has a very unique background 
and story that is closely linked to 
Bangor Baptist Ministries.  When 
she was six weeks old, a couple from 
Bangor Baptist Church, Joe and 
Gloria Young, were out on church 
visitation, just knocking on doors 
inviting people to church.  As they 
randomly chose neighborhoods 
and houses, they happened to stop 
at her house.  At that time, Paula’s 
father was in prison, and her 
mom was very sick and bedridden.  
While at her house that day, the 
Youngs immediately saw the need 
and offered to help and take care 
of Paula since she was a baby.  Her 
mother was very desperate and did 
not have any other options, so she 
let them take her that day.  For many 
years Paula lived between both 
families.  During this time, she was 
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able to see the difference between 
the two homes.  In one, God was 
the center and there was peace 
and happiness as compared to her 
parents’ home where things were 
absolutely miserable.  When Paula 
was eleven, her mom died of cancer, 
so from that point on she went to 
live with the Youngs permanently.  

“My brother and sister were both 
kicked out of the house at fourteen 
and have been on their own ever 
since...which would have been my 
story, had not the Lord reached 
down and rescued me.  I’m so 
thankful that God sent this family 
to my home to share Jesus with me.  
Their faithfulness to God literally 
changed the course of my life, and 
I am forever grateful.”

Saved by Grace 

When Paula was four years old, she 
accepted Jesus as her Lord and 
Savior.  When one of their next door 
neighbors died, she had all kinds of 
questions like “Where did he go?” 
and “Would I never see him again?”  
The Youngs explained to Paula that 
if there had been a time in this 
man’s life where he had admitted 
he was a sinner, believed that Jesus 
died on the cross to pay for his sin, 
confessed his sin, and asked Jesus 
into his life to be his Savior, then 
he had gone to heaven.  But if this 
had never taken place, then he 
went to hell.  Paula knew right then 
and there that she wanted to know 

where she was going when she 
died and that it would be in heaven 
with Jesus.  So, Paula prayed and 
confessed her sins and asked Jesus 
into her life.  Years later, she took 
the next step in realizing that 
when we ask Jesus into our lives, 
it’s not supposed to end there; we 
are supposed to surrender our lives 
to Him.  “Some people associate 
putting God first with all of these 
rules and regulations and having 
to give up this or that for Him.  
However, I have found it to be just 
the opposite!  God has given me so 
much more than I could ever give 
to Him.  After ALL that He has done 
for me, the least I can do is to live 
for Him every moment of my life!”  

BCS Memories 

When Paula was old enough to go 
to school, Joe and Gloria Young 
asked her family if they could enroll 
her in Bangor Christian Schools.  
Miraculously, Paula’s family agreed, 
so she attended Bangor Christian 



from kindergarten all the way 
through graduation from high 
school.  She was able to be involved 
in many school activities including 
chorus, Spanish Club, yearbook, 
and drama.   “They always needed 
warm bodies for sports!  Anyone 
that knows me knows that I am 
NOT athletic, but I always gave it 
my best.  Coach Tom Obey called 
me his secret weapon in softball.  
Since all the other pitchers in the 
league had fast pitches, my slow 
pitch that lobbed over the plate 
actually threw many batters off 
resulting in a good number of 
strike outs!  I also participated in 
soccer (warm body) and cheering.  
I am so thankful for the wonderful 
education I received and the 
Biblically-based foundation it gave 
me for college and really for life!”  

During her time at Bangor 
Christian, Paula felt that every 
teacher made such an impact in 
her life.  One teacher that made 
the biggest impression was Mr. Bill 
Prest.   Paula had Mr. Prest as her 
8th grade teacher when the school 
was going through a very difficult 
time.  In fact, there were many days 
when it was not certain whether 
the doors would stay open.  During 
that time, Paula watched Mr. Prest, 
Pastor Mick, Mrs. Maguire, and 
other teachers “stick it out” when 
it would have been much easier to 
leave.  She observed them work 
harder and longer and earn less, 
sometimes even going without 
a paycheck.  Paula saw teachers 
that were willing to sacrifice to 

continue to invest in students’ 
lives.  Looking back, Paula shares, 

“I will never forget their examples 
of commitment, endurance, and 
faithfulness.  These valuable 
lessons go far beyond any textbook 
lesson they could have taught and 
gave real life lessons on character 
that will never be forgotten.”

When asked to share her most 
unforgettable memory of her time 
at Bangor Christian, Paula tells of 
her experience singing a duet with 
Pastor Mick in chapel.  “The Bible 
tells us to make a joyful noise unto 
Him, and I think that is exactly 
what we did!”  

Education, Ministry & Family 

After graduating from Bangor 
Christian in 1990, Paula enrolled 
at Liberty University in Lynchburg, 
VA, and received a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Vocal Performance and 
a Master’s Degree in Counseling.  
While at Liberty, she sang for 
two and a half years with Light 
Ministries, a missions ministry 
team that traveled each weekend 
to churches across America and 
also journeyed overseas during 
school breaks.  After her time with 
Light, Paula joined the Sounds 
of Liberty for two years and sang 
for Dr. Jerry Falwell’s Old Time 
Gospel Hour national broadcast 
each week.  Both experiences were 
powerful in preparing her for what 
she does today.  Paula 
also met her husband 
Robb Egel at Liberty.  

“I couldn’t have asked 
for a more loving and 
supportive husband!  
I am one blessed girl!”

After graduating 
from Liberty in 
1994, Paula began 
traveling again with 
the singing ministry 
that she started when 

she was fourteen.  During the 
last twenty-seven years, she has 
had the privilege to record twelve 
solo albums.  Paula currently 
travels and sings/speaks at ladies’ 
conferences, churches, and even 
corporate events.  Her passion 
is to offer hope to those who are 
hurting, to challenge believers to a 
deeper walk with God, and to bring 
as many people as possible into a 
personal relationship with Jesus!

Paula and her husband Robb have 
been married for eighteen years.  
They have a little girl Emma Grace 
who has just turned seven and 
recently completed the first grade 
at Liberty Christian Academy in 
Lynchburg.  She enjoys animals, 
sports, and LOVES to sing.  Emma 
made her debut singing on Paula’s 

“I’m so thankful that God 
sent this family to my 
home to share Jesus with 
me.  Their faithfulness to 
God literally changed the 
course of my life, and I 
am forever grateful.”

“Some people associate putting God 
first with all of these rules and 
regulations and having to give up 
this or that for Him.  However, I have 
found it to be just the opposite!  God 
has given me so much more than I 
could ever give to Him.  After ALL 
that He has done for me, the least 
I can do is to live for Him every 
moment of my life!”

Michele Mistretta and Paula Dunn, 
BCS Varsity Cheerleaders, 1989-1990



latest album Welcome Change and 
Paula feels that she might soon be 
replaced by her daughter!  The 
Egels are members and attend 
Thomas Road Baptist Church in 
Lynchburg, VA, when they are 
not traveling with Paula’s ministry.  
In addition, Paula is also a part 
of Mountain Blend, a Tuesday 
morning Bible study at Thomas 
Road Baptist Church where she is 
privileged to lead 500 women in 
worship each week.  

“My experiences at Bangor Christian 
really prepared me for life in many 
ways.  I was challenged to live out 
my convictions and not compromise 

in any way.  I was constantly 
reminded of the importance of 
always doing my very best.  I was 
encouraged and supported with 
my singing ministry that began 
when I was in high school there.  
And I can still type with lightning 
speed which came in very handy in 
college when I had to write many 
papers in the Master’s program. 
This skill is very helpful even now 
as I write and speak -- all thanks to 
Mrs. Maguire who pushed us every 
single day, despite our groaning!”

“I recall that Paula had a wonderful 
attitude and always had a smile 
on her face.  She was such a hard 
worker and would go way beyond 
what was expected of her.  Paula 
had a heart to serve the Lord and 
it pleases me that she continues to 
do so today.” – Merlene Maguire, 
former BCS teacher

“Paula Dunn was without a 
doubt one of the most gifted and 
dedicated students ever to graduate 
from Bangor Christian Schools.  
She was used by God while at 
BCS and continues to be used by 
the Lord today with her singing 
ministry and ladies conferences.  
Thank you Paula for representing 
Bangor Christian so wonderfully 
everywhere you minister!” – Pastor 
Jerry Mick

Paula with her husband Robb 
and daughter Emma Grace.

“Paula’s music and message is crystal clear and is sure to point others to Jesus as she resounds such themes 
as faith, dreams, and hope. Paula shares this message in churches, ladies’ events, and corporate functions all 
across America. Her passion is to encourage those who are hurting, to challenge believers to a deeper walk 
with God, and to bring as many people as possible into a personal relationship with Jesus. This is her prayer 
for each event--a prayer that God is answering each and every weekend!”  - Pauladunnministries.com

For more information on Paula’s music and ministry, you can go to Pauladunnministries.com or follow her on 
Facebook at Paula Dunn Egel or on her Paula Dunn Ministries page.  

Also, be watching for Paula’s brand new book which will be released in the spring of 2015!  Paula shares her story 
and her heart as she explores such themes as dreams, faith, and hope.  

A must-read for anyone who is ready to find their purpose and to live out the dreams for which God created them.


