
family, both were in agreement that 
they would provide their children 
with a Christian education if at 
all possible. Jonathan and Janet 
wanted their children to be taught 
and nurtured by individuals that 
held the same moral and Christian 
values that were being instilled 
in their home. They felt that the 
educational experience outside the 
home should just be an extension 
of what was being taught in their 
home.  When their first child Kaitlyn 
was preparing for kindergarten in 
1992, the family scheduled tours of 
local Christian schools. They had 
been in the area since 1984 and 
were well aware of the reputation, 
both educationally and spiritually, 
that Bangor Christian Schools had 
in the community. Once Jonathan 
and Janet stepped foot into Mrs. 
Treadwell’s kindergarten class, 
they were sold! The love and 
respect shown both by teacher and 
students radiated the classroom. 
The early years at Bangor Christian 
solidified the fact that they had 
made the right decision for their 
family. The Frenches quickly felt 
that they were part of the BCS 
community.

Since all five children quickly 
entered at the elementary level, 
Jonathan and Janet felt the desire 
to be available in any way that they 

When Josiah French receives his 
diploma on June 7, it will be the 
end of a long standing relationship 
between his family and Bangor 
Christian Schools.  The French 
family has been a part of all aspects 
of our school for over two decades 
and the impact of Jonathan 
and Janet French and their five 
children has been immeasurable.  
When school opens in the fall of 
2013, it will be the first time since 
1992 that one of their children will 
not be walking the halls of Bangor 
Christian.

Jonathan and Janet grew up going 
to church and school together in 
Vermont. They started dating in 
1978 and were married in 1982. 
Jonathan is a graduate of Geneva 
College with a degree in Business 
Administration, while Janet 
graduated from Roberts Wesleyan 
College with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing. As a young 
couple, they moved to the Bangor 
area in 1984. Jonathan has been 
a leader in the home building 
industry as president of North 
East Log Homes.  Janet began a 
career in nursing and is currently 
a registered nurse at the Acadia 
Hospital in Bangor. 

Jonathan and Janet attended public 
schools and, as they started their 
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could be used by the teachers or 
the school. “We saw the sacrifice 
that each staff member made on a 
daily basis to educate our children 
and we wanted to help out in any 
little way that we could.”  Janet 
attended many field trips, although 
after the first time to Leonard’s Mills 
during full blown black fly season, 
the next four trips there became 
Jonathan’s bonding time! She was 
also a regular on the call list for lice 
checks, a lunchroom helper, and a 
planner for several teachers’ baby 
showers. In the mid 90’s she became 
a member of the BCS Advisory 
Board and continues to serve to the 
present. Early on Jonathan was on 
the Bangor Christian development, 
financial and athletic committees. 
These groups were instrumental in 
raising the funds and building the 
high school (white) building that 
is still used today. Many Saturdays 
were spent working on this project 
with other loyal BCS families.

The French family have been 
members of Bangor Baptist Church 
since 1995. Both Jonathan and 
Janet have served in a number 
of capacities, such as nursery 
workers, Awana leaders, and with 
other ministries and committees at 
the church. 

Here is an update on what the 
French children are doing now 
and some special memories of 
Bangor Christian.   Since they had 
an opportunity to attend a small 
school, the Frenchs feel that their 
children were able to participate 
and make memories in areas where 
they may not have at a public 
school.

Kaitlyn graduated from Bangor Christian in 2005 
and went on to receive a degree from Cedarville 
University in Elementary Education. Currently she 
is living in Houston, TX working for the Houston 
Independent School District. HISD is the largest school 
district in Texas and seventh largest in the nation. She 
writes, “I am lucky enough to work with first graders 
at a low income, inner city school. I feel blessed every 
day to be an example in their lives. The teachers at BCS 

taught me to show love to the all the children of God, and I am forever grateful 
to all of the special former teachers in my life.”  Kaitlyn is currently pursuing her 
Master’s Degree in School Counseling.

“One of my sweetest memories during my thirteen years at BCS was my junior and 
senior years playing basketball under Coach and Mrs. Frazell. To say we were awful 
was an understatement. We had the worst record in the league. But the lessons in those 
experiences were tremendous in hindsight. It taught me to persevere in the most of 
hopeless situations and to do it with a smile and a Godly witness, since others may 
be watching our responses. I will never forget all the laughs and the friendships that 
were formed from those two seasons. Since I have been removed from high school for 
several years, it is clear to me that it did not matter if we reached the “Auditorium” or 
not, but life is all about the friendships with people that God has placed in your life.” – 
Kaitlyn French

Meredith graduated in 2006 and went on to 
postsecondary studies at Roberts Wesleyan College in 
Rochester, NY, receiving a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Nursing in 2010. She quickly landed a job at M.D. 
Anderson Hospital in Houston, TX as an oncology 
nurse on the lymphoma and multiple myeloma floor. 
She feels fortunate to work there. It is the largest 
cancer hospital in the world and rated #1 in the nation 
for nursing care. It is a fast-paced setting and requires 
an active leadership role. She shares, “BCS taught me 

leadership skills through the various offices I held within my class and the National 
Honor Society. But more importantly, it gave me a strong base in my faith. Every day 
I experience the abruptness of life. But during patients’ and families’ darkest hours, 
I am confident in my faith in God and try to show His love through my actions.”

“My favorite memory at BCS is being in the classroom of Mrs. Chandler. In fact I had her 
for two years, third and sixth grade. She was so creative and made learning fun. But 
the thing that I remember most clearly is that during my sixth grade year, she prayed 
daily with us for an unspoken prayer request that she had. It made an impression on 
me that she believed so much in prayer that she wanted us kids to be a part of her 
answered prayer, too. And we were…we gave her a baby shower by the end of the year!  
Her strong faith in God, like so many other teachers at BCS will always be my favorite 
memory.”– Meredith French



Jillian is a 2008 graduate 
of Bangor Christian and then 
attended Cedarville University 
for two years, in which she had 
the opportunity to play softball. 
She just recently finished a Paul 
Mitchell Cosmetology program 
in Rhode Island and is now 
working as a hairstylist at the 
L Factor Salon in Brewer. She 
continues to work as a psych 
tech at the Acadia Hospital 
in Bangor, which she enjoys 
very much. Jillian writes, “In 
my current employment, 
compassion and empathy are 
very important components 
to possess. I feel that through 
my years at BCS, I had many 
role models who were caring 
teachers. Mr. Prest is one that 
stands out in my mind. He 
always helped the underdog!”

“My favorite memory from BCS 
is winning the Eastern Maine 
Championship in softball my 
senior year and having the 
opportunity to play as a team in 
a State Championship game. It 
was so rewarding to work hard as 
a team and see the pay off. Also, 
our senior trip to Myrtle Beach 
was a fun memory. The process 
of fund raising as a class over four 
years and to reach the goal of our 
senior trip was fulfilling. The week 
was such a bonding experience. 
We got to know classmates that 
we really never knew before. This 
trip was a wonderful way to end 
our senior year.” – Jillian French

Regan is a member of the Bangor Christian Class of 2011 
and just recently graduated with an Associate of Applied 
Science in Veterinary Technology degree from Houston Vet 
Tech Institute. She is presently doing a two month externship 
at the Marine Mammal Rehabilitation Center in Sausalito, CA. 
She feels totally blessed to have this experience. In a recent 
text she described that particular day, “I helped restrain 
elephant seals and sea lions during their physical exams, 
helped anesthetize a sea lion with a two foot long gash from 
either a shark bite or a propeller, and got to hold a baby harbor 
seal during its tube feeding.”  She shares, “I never dreamed 

that this Vet Tech program would be so much work, but I did well and I feel that BCS gave 
me that good foundation that I needed to be successful.”

“I recall my special memories around the teachers at BCS. Of course K-4 and Mrs. McLeod is at 
the top of my list. To this day, her energy and excitement for learning has never left my mind. 
It also helped that there was no homework in K-4! Some teacher became true mentors. Mrs. 
Arnold always had time to talk. It was great when the Boones joined our school. Mrs. Boone 
had an open door policy. She was always available to talk and give good advice. And then 
there was Pencil who could just make you laugh, even on your worst day!” – Regan French

Josiah is currently a senior at Bangor Christian and will 
be graduating in June. He plans to attend Grand Canyon 
University and major in animation. He is attending half days 
this year at the United Technology Center in Bangor studying 
in the Computer Technology program. Bangor Christian has 
partnered with UTC and this has been a great experience that 
BCS has allowed him to have.  Josiah has been fortunate to 
be on the varsity soccer team that has won four State titles in 
a row. This will be a special memory in the years to come. Mr. 
Boone has been a wonderful role model for him. As the years 

pass, thinking of Mr. Boone will always bring a smile to Josiah’s face.

“A favorite memory of mine is having Mrs. Boyle for a science teacher for four years, from 5th 
grade all the way through middle school. I really appreciated her teaching style. Mrs. Boyle was 
very creative and would always find unique ways to motivate our class. She made learning 
about science fun.”– Josiah French

“Time flies and here it is twenty years and 67 accumulative years later. Looking back, 
of course, there were times that our kids saw the grass greener at other schools, but 
today I believe that they would all honestly say that Bangor Christian Schools was the 
right school for our family. It has had an instrumental part in helping shape their lives 
into what they are today. We will always be grateful for all the teachers who invested 
so much into each of our children’s lives. Thank you!” – Jonathan and Janet French

“I would be hard-pressed to come up with a family who was more actively supportive 
of the mission of Bangor Christian Schools during my time as principal than the 
French family.  Janet always had passion as an Advisory Board member to lead 
efforts to appreciate our staff and faculty. Jonathan’s leadership and generosity at 
Northeastern Log Homes made our classroom construction projects possible. We have 
been blessed to have Jonathan, Janet, and their children as part of the BCS family.” – 
Carroll Conley, Jr.


