
Christian environment.”

Q. How did BCS influence 
and uniquely assist you in 
following the path that God 
has laid out for you?

A. “There were two factors that 
played a crucial role in my life:  
First was the great group of friends 
I was blessed with at BCS.  These 
friends challenged me and got me 
involved in many extracurricular 
activities that I would not have 
done otherwise.  They made my 
high school experience much more 
exciting.  The other factor was the 
teachers who genuinely cared for 
my education and growth.  The 
combination of these two factors 
provided me with the confidence 
to take on the risks and challenges 
I faced following my graduation in 
2006.”

Q. How have things you 
learned, academically, 
emotionally, and spiritually 
at BCS helped you in your life 
since graduation?

A. “The many things I learned at 
BCS have helped more than I ever 
expected they would.  Though 
I did not realize it at the time, I 
found myself being significantly 
more proficient in math, science, 
and writing than I ever expected.  
I found myself remembering 
techniques and information that 

West Point Cadet and 2006 BCS 
Alumni Will Hinkley enrolled 
at West Point immediately after 
graduation. After his second year 
at West Point, Will felt call by the 
Lord, and took a two year leave 
from West Point to embark on a 
missions trip.

Will’s mission began in 2008 and 
took him to Hawaii, Kyrgyzstan, 
Vanauto, Fiji, and back to Hawaii. 
He helped start Bible schools 
for pastors and train young 
missionaries.  He is the first non-
Mormon cadet that the United 
States Army has allowed to leave 
West Point and return.

Cadet Hinkley took time out of 
his spring break to visit his alma 
mater and share the insights and 
experiences by answering questions 
from current students.  Will was 
gracious to answer the following 
questions for the readers of Patriot 
News.

Q. What influenced your 
decision to attend Bangor 
Christian Schools?

A. “I initially went to Bangor 
Christian because it provided 
me with a challenging education 
and gave me many opportunities 
to participate in extracurricular 
activities, particularly sports.  My 
parents were also supportive of 
this because it provided a safe, 

Will Hinckley, Class of 2006

I had learned as far back as 8th 
grade.  BCS’s focus on having 
Chapel and Bible classes definitely 
helped to provide the foundation 
from which my faith has grown 
since graduating BCS.”

Q. How did you know you 
were “called” to go on a 
mission trip? 

A. “I couldn’t tell you I ever 
knew.  “Knowing” implies that I 
understood it logically or one way 
or another in my head.  The truth 
is, understanding this calling in my 
head was very difficult.  The best 
way to put it is that small voice 
that was always in the back of my 
mind.  It grew deafening, yet it 
was so hard to commit to.  I had 
just completed the most difficult 
semester and training of my time 
at West Point; I was basically at the 
peak of my career at West Point.  
Having established myself socially 
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and academically, it made no sense 
to me to leave West Point at that 
point in my life, but like I said, that 
still-small voice was persistent.  
When the time came to make a 
decision, I still had my doubts, but 
I took that leap of faith and left 
West Point behind to serve God in 
the missions field.  In retrospect, 
it is clear to me that I made the 
right decision, and it is clear to me 
that God was calling to me loudly 
and clearly.  It was only in those 
moments of making decisions that 
I felt any doubt at all, but in my gut 
and in my heart, I knew God was 
calling me.”

Q. What are you studying at 
West Point and how do you 
plan to utilize your education 
after your graduate?

A. “Since returning to West Point, I 
have begun to focus my academics 
on my major:  Engineering 
Management.  I do not know yet 

how I will apply my education 
directly after graduation.  It 
depends on which branch in the 
Army I go into upon graduation 
from West Point.  Currently I am 
thinking that I will branch into the 
Engineer Corps, in which case I will 
definitely be applying my education 
in engineering.  At some point in 
the future, I also plan on seeking 
either an MBA or a graduate degree 
in Civil Engineering.  But those are 
decisions for a ways down the road, 
so I am more focused on my career 
in the military at this point.”

Q. What advice can you 
give younger BCS students 
or anyone who might be 
considering BCS as an 
educational choice?

A. “Following God’s call on your life 
is essential.  Following God’s plan 
for your life is the most exciting 
life you can live.  Also, I would 
say to current students that their 

performance in school is much 
more important than they realize.  
I think many students start to think 
that their performance doesn’t 
really matter until their last couple 
years of high school, but the reality 
is that working hard in your early 
years of school pays off much more 
than they can realize.  I would 
recommend also to get involved 
in as many activities in school 
and out of school as possible.  
The experiences  not only make 
life more exciting, but can give 
you invaluable experiences and 
make you a much more rounded 
individual by graduation. The 
entire spectrum of all BCS has to 
offer will provide you with much 
more preparation for anything the 
world throws at you.”

Q. What was your favorite 
subject and who was your 
favorite teacher at BCS?

A. “Favorite teacher was Mr. Prest 
when I was in 8th grade.  He kicked 
me into shape and got me to focus 
on more long term goals.  As far as 
my favorite class, I couldn’t tell you, 
I always liked any science class like 
chemistry or physics.  History was 
also fun.”

We wish Cadet Hinkley and his 
family all God’s blessings as he 
continues his training at West Point 
and follows the Lord’s plan for his 
life.  


