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“Highview Christian Academy 
Announces Its’ Expansion”... “Highview 
Christian Academy Expands to Former 
Parkman School.” These were the 
headlines read in two local newspapers 
recently.  Behind the headlines and 
announcement lies the story of one 
of our alumni, Mona-Jean (Niles) 
Philbrick ‘72.  Mona-Jean attended 
Bangor Christian in a very exciting 
time…the time of its very beginning. 
Being present on the very first day that 
BCS opened was a thrilling experience 
and memory.  This would prove to be 
a contributing factor in what God had 
planned for her life.

Mona-Jean was raised in Bradford 
with five brothers.  Although her father 
was an unbeliever until Mona-Jean’s 
teen years, a Christian environment 
was provided by her mom.  At the 
age of eight years old, Mona asked 
the Lord into her heart and she has 
not turned back since.  She recalls a 
summer night when visitors came to 
the Niles’ home.  Chet Littlefield and 
Roger Reed were making recruiting 
calls to encourage students for the 
fall opening of Bangor Christian 
Schools.  Their initial purpose for the 
Niles home was to solicit Mona-Jean’s 
younger brother Jeff, who was about 
to enter his freshman year, to attend 
Bangor Christian.  Prior to leaving 
their home that night, Mr. Littlefield 
addressed Mona regarding school.  
Knowing she was about to enter her 
junior year og high school, he said he 
didn’t want to leave her out and that 
she would be more than welcome to 
attend.  With that invitation extended, 
he left her with an application.  The 
Holy Spirit spoke to Mona’s heart that 
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night, and before going to sleep, she 
made a decision to obey the Lord’s 
leading.  Even though she wondered 
about it, she filled out the application.  
The decision was made….she would 
be there when the doors opened for 
this new venture.   

This idea of Christian education was so 
very new to everyone.  Remembering 
the uniqueness of that very first day, 
Mona shared some memories. Her dad 
had purchased a car so Mona Jean 
could transport her brother Jeff, with 
schoolmates David and Pat Munsell, 
and Dan Rockwell, to school each day.  
The middle and high school classes 
were located in a building on French 
Street in downtown Bangor.  She 
recalls the entire high school, which 
numbered only about twenty students, 
being in one room.  There were a 
total of 78 students from kindergarten 
through grade 12.  The high school 
teachers included Mr. Burke, Mr. Reed, 
Mrs. Principe, Mrs. Bankston, and Mr. 
Littlefield, who was also the principal.  
Each was unique in his or her calling to 
this new school.  Mona Jean especially 

recalls Mr. Reed for the passion he 
displayed in his history classes.  She 
also remembers finding out that Mr. 
Littlefield was thirty-three years old 
and thinking that was old.  Mrs. Young 
was the study hall monitor and her 
experiences there provided many 

“special” memories.  The one time 
Mona-Jean got sent to the principal’s 
office was from study hall courtesy of 
Mrs. Young.

There were some special activities that 
Mona was involved in.  One distinct 
memory from her high school days was 
performing the comedic “Grasshopper 
Opera” with her friends Debbie Mason 
and Sonja Turnbull.  Ray Hart, who 
came to Bangor Christian from the 
Metropolitan Opera, taught music and 
directed this opera.  Remembering 
green tights, silk tops and antennas 
made from wire hangers wrapped 
with tin foil, a smile breaks out on 
Mona’s face as she recalls scenes from 
that event of drama.  She mentioned 
that if any of you reading this were 
part of that play, you will remember 
how fun it was.  Today she can still 
recite many parts of the script and has 
actively shared it with students that 



she has taught.  The animation of the 
opera, when reenacted, always brings 
smiles and a light heartedness to the 
classroom.   

Mona-Jean reflects on how privileged 
she was to be part of the ground 
breaking year for Bangor Christian.  
Being the first year of a new school 
allowed its students to be part of 
many “firsts” such as naming the 
mascot and the yearbook, picking 
school colors and being part of first 
sports teams, chorale groups, class 
officers, and establishing traditions 
that would carry on throughout the 
years.   Mona got to join in other 

“firsts” as yearbook editor, class officer, 
cheering captain, basketball, softball, 
prayer and witnessing club, chorale, 
and band among many other activities 
offered at that time.  The opportunity 
for leadership and spiritual growth 
was wide open, and she grew where 
God had placed her. Mona Jean was 
especially instrumental in starting 
and getting the first edition of Wide 
Horizons published.  Most importantly, 
she saw firsthand the faith and vision 
needed by the school’s founders.  
During these first two years of Bangor 
Christian, Mona Jean witnessed God 
establish something very special from 
nothing.  In reviewing the 1971 and 
1972 edition of the Wide Horizons 
yearbooks, it is evident that Mona 
Jean was active in all aspects of school 
life at Bangor Christian Schools.  It 

is apparent that Mona-Jean had a 
tremendous impact on the students 
and staff at Bangor Christian in its 
first two years of existence.  This was 
just a precursor for the influence she 
would have on others in the years after 
leaving our school and continues on 
until today.
 
Her college days were comprised of 
Baptist Bible College in Springfield, 
MO, University of Maine in Orono, 
and Faith School of Theology in 
Charleston.  This preparation 
equipped Mona-Jean for the 
journey that God had prepared 
for her to walk and to “stand” 
when God needed her to “stand.”  
This would be crucial in the 
upcoming days and years.  

On March 30th of 1974 Mona’s 
next big decision was made 
when she became Mrs. Ernest 
Philbrick.  Together, she and 
Ernie would travel a unique road.  
They teamed up for 39 very full years.  
During these years, they enjoyed many 
opportunities and challenges including 
sixteen years as youth leaders at 
Charleston Pentecostal Church, 
where they have attended since their 
marriage.  Mona also served as a 
Sunday school teacher, was involved 
in music as a part of the worship 
leadership, sang on the television 
ministry of Souls Harbor, and was in 
charge of the children’s ministries 

overseeing nursery, toddlers and 
children’s church.  Ernie also worked 
in several other areas of the church.  
However, God’s greatest blessing 
during these years and their most 
precious responsibility and gifting was 
birthing and raising their five children - 
Jay, Bryce, Maria, Brandon, and Devan.  
Before the completion of the raising of 
these children, God brought along to 
the family three additional children - 
Linda, Gabriel, and Kathleen — who 
they adopted and raised as their own.  

Their six oldest children each have 
graduated from a post secondary 
school and the two youngest are still 
in high school.  Although Mona is 
proud of their accomplishments, she 
is most thankful that they all have a 
relationship with the Lord and are 
serving Him with their talents and 
abilities in ministry.   

For the first sixteen years of their 
marriage, Ernie worked for Cornell 
University as a dairy herd supervisor 
for the Penobscot/Piscataquis region.  
During this time, Mona Jean took 
on the full time role as a stay-at-
home mom raising their growing 
family.  Occasionally she took on 
some seasonal or part time work to 
supplement the family income.  After 
completing his work with Cornell, 
Ernie spent four years as an engineer 
for Nile Corporation.  This was 
followed by an eleven month season 
of unemployment.  He had difficulty 
finding work because he was over 
qualified for the positions for which 
he was applying.  In retrospect, Mona 
Jean shares that God was using this 
as a period of time for testing and 
building faith in the Philbricks and 
their family for preparation of what 
God would ask them to do.  

“Listen to the voice of God.  
Be willing to pay the price, 
because there is a price…
then He will use you.  One 
thing I know for sure….God 
IS faithful!”
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Christian Academy-North Campus will 
offer services for childcare, as a pre-
school, and as an elementary school 
for that area.  A bus will run daily to 
transport older students to the main 
school campus in Charleston.  The 
story of Highview Christian Academy 
is truly a miracle story and continues 
as God is leading to expand its borders 
regionally.  Highview is currently 
celebrating its twentieth year.

Mona-Jean wants to encourage every 
reader that “all things are possible with 
God!”  When He puts a seed in your 
heart, if you are willing to bear that 
seed, He will use you to change the 
world just as He used Mary.  She was 
willing to bear the seed of Christ who 
changed the course of the world and 
opened a door no other could open for 
mankind.  Listen to His voice, be still, 
know He is God and wait.  A key verse 
for Mona during the pioneering days 
of Highview is found in Habakkuk 2: 

“Though the vision tarries…wait for it.  
For it will surely come.  It will not lie.”  
Another enabling and encouraging 
verse is found in Ephesians 6:13…
having done all to stand…stand!!  It 
is this determination and commitment 
that allows God to birth ministry on this 
earth.  He will give strength, direction, 
and undeniable blessing when we are 
willing to “obey His voice.”  

The early days of Bangor Christian 
Schools were pioneered by such men of 
God as Chet Littlefield and Roger Reed.  
Mona-Jean saw their example, passion, 
determination and commitment.   This 
helped her to understand the necessary 

Together in 1994, God called them to 
a much larger challenge in pioneering 
and establishing Highview Christian 
Academy.  The founding of a new 
school took an incredible amount 
of time and effort, with Mona-Jean, 
Ernie, and the family often putting in 
twelve hours a day or more in building 
the ministry.  The road was not easy 
but presented many challenges and 
opportunities that would require 
commitment, determination, and 
steadfastness.  Mona-Jean shared 
that the spiritual warfare that she and 
Ernie encountered was much greater 
than they had ever faced in sixteen 
years of youth ministry.  Sunday school 
and church only have children for a 
few hours each week, but a Christian 
school would be training them five 
full days a week….a real reason for 
warfare.

Always faithful to the Lord, the Philbrick 
family saw Him providentially take 
care of the needs of their family when 
they had no income or unemployment 
checks coming in.  This difficult time 
served to help Ernie, Mona Jean, and 
the family build their faith and trust in 
God as He had a very special plan for 
them in the years ahead.  Unbeknownst 
to Ernie, Mona Jean had been praying 
and fasting that God would lead them 
to work in a fulltime Christian ministry.  
At a candlelight service on Christmas 
Eve in 1993 at the United Methodist 
Church in East Corinth, the pastor 
shared a message “Bearing the Seed 
God Has Put in You.”  That evening 
the Lord spoke to Ernie about starting 
a Christian school in the Charleston/
Corinth area and gave him a vision for 
it.  Prior to this, he had not been a big 
proponent of Christian education, but 
God changed his heart.  

To start the school, they leased one 
level of the old Higgins Classical 

Institute building 
in Charleston.  
After the first 
four years, to 
a c c o m m o d a t e 
the growth of the 
school, land was 
purchased and 
God led in the 
construction of a 

new facility.  Ernie and his sons, along 
with Vernon Speed and Les Burrill, 
were the main builders with volunteer 
help from some local community and 
church people.  Upon the completion 
of this first structure, the building of 
the campus of Highview Christian 
Academy had begun. 

In February 2012, Ernie was diagnosed 
with a Glioblastoma brain tumor 
which he battled valiantly for 15 
months with support of Mona-Jean 
and their children as well as his many 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  God 
finally called Ernie home on May 18, 
2013.  Mona- Jean was thrilled to see 
so many former and present students 
come and visit Ernie when he was ill.  
She was blessed to see them thank 
him for believing in them and making 
a difference in their lives. 

Today, Highview Christian Academy is 
a fully qualified international school 
serving pre-school through grade 12 
as well as a licensed childcare center 
offering before and after school care.  
Highview is certified and licensed with 
the Department of Homeland Security 
to admit students from any country in 
the world.  Students are afforded the 
opportunity to take college credited 
classes through the University of Maine 
that will transfer to colleges across the 
nation.  Highview Christian is also 
a member of the Maine Principal’s 
Association offering a variety of 
interscholastic sports and activities.  
Before Ernie’s death, he was able to 
see the school fully established and 
ready to expand. 

Upon Ernie’s passing, their oldest son 
Jay has stepped in as headmaster to 
carry on and expand the vision.  Just 
recently the Lord opened another 
door for Highview with the purchase 
of an additional campus in Parkman, 
ME.   This facility known as Highview 
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steps she and Ernie would need to take 
in establishing a successful ministry.  
This was especially true in God using 
Mona-Jean and her family in the 
founding and pioneering of Highview 
Christian Academy.  

In closing, it is exciting and 
encouraging to see how God has used 
Mona Jean and Ernie Philbrick and 
their family for His honor and glory 
throughout the years.  Their collective 
impact on literally thousands of lives 
through their work in church and 
school ministries is to be respected 
and admired as is their commitment to 
the cause of Christ.  In closing, Mona 
Jean shares the following, “Listen to 
the voice of God.  Be willing to pay the 
price, because there is a price…then 
He will use you.  One thing I know for 
sure….God IS faithful!”  
  

“I cannot emphasize the 
importance of the faithfulness 
of our families during the early 
years of Bangor Christian.  The 
Niles family was one of these 
families and Mona Jean was 
especially instrumental in 
getting many new activities up 
and running.  In those days, all 
of us had to have a pioneering 
spirit in being determined and 
working hard, because nothing 
came easy.  I have admired 
the efforts of Ernie and Mona 
Jean in their work to establish 
Highview Christian.  God has 
used them to create something 
special there.” – Roger Reed


