
There, she was provided with the 
opportunity to teach English at a 
local organization that works in 
a majority Yemeni neighborhood.  
The following year, Verity was 
able to return to Dearborn and 
learn more about Islam and 
Muslims in America.  She saw this 
as a blessing and the Divine hand 
of God which has allowed many 
Muslims to come to America. 
Verity noted that it is amazing to 
see that the Lord has put such an 
unreached people group in close 
proximity to believers, creating 
a greater opportunity to hear the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.
Verity attended Bangor Christian 
from four-year-old kindergarten 
in August of 1995 through high 
school graduation in June of 2008.  
Her mother, Liz Ramirez, is a long 
time middle school teacher at our 
school and sister Demelza, a 2010 
graduate of Bangor Christian, is 
currently studying professional 
writing at Taylor University.  While 
at BCS, Verity was involved in 
several sports teams including 
cheerleading, track, and soccer.  
Additionally, she served as a 
member of the student council and 
National Honor Society. 

Reflecting on her time at BCS, Verity 
shares, “Learning about the various 
ecosystems in Acadia National Park 
and the Orono Bog on biology field 
trips will always be memorable. 
However, the small things like 
sitting in study halls eating apples 
with my best friend, and frantically 

At Bangor Christian Schools two of 
the foremost aspirations are to see 
our students excel academically 
and to foster in them a sincere 
desire to serve the Lord in whatever 
direction He leads them.  Verity 
Ramirez (’08) epitomized these 
values during her time at Bangor 
Christian and continues to do 
so.  Verity was recently awarded 
a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in 
Biology with a concentration in pre-
medicine from Taylor University in 
Upland, Indiana.  This fall, she will 
begin medical school at Oakland 
University William Beaumont 
School of Medicine in Rochester, 
Michigan, which is located in the 
greater Detroit area.  

During her four years at Taylor, 
the Lord opened several doors of 
opportunity for Verity to grow and 
to be challenged through missions.  
The summer after her freshman 
year, she spent two months in the 
Ivory Coast, West Africa.  While 
there, Verity interned with a 
missionary family which afforded 
her an opportunity to volunteer 
at an HIV/AIDS clinic, as well as 
personally experience the local 
culture and religion, which was 
a form of folk Islam.  After living 
with a local Muslim family in the 
Ivory Coast, the Lord called Verity 
to go to Dearborn, MI over spring 
break with a team through Taylor 
University.  Dearborn, located 
outside of Detroit, is home to the 
largest concentration of Arab 
Americans in the United States.  

Verity Ramirez, Class of 2008

working on extra credit problems 
for AP Calculus with my other 
friend are memories I will always 
cherish.”  She remembers Mr. (Bill) 
Prest as being her favorite teacher.  
“To me, Mr. Prest modeled servant 
leadership toward students as well 
as fellow teachers and staff.  His 
genuine investment in student’s 
lives was evident as he sought to 
develop each student’s academic, 
personal, and spiritual maturity.  At 
the end of my eighth grade year, 
Mr. Prest gave me a copy of Oswald 
Chamber’s Christian classic, My 
Utmost for His Highest.  This act 
caused me to reflect on my own 
walk with the Lord and encouraged 
me to seek after Him more.”  

“My time at Bangor Christian 
impacted my life in that it taught 
me that I have so much more to 
learn.  Over the thirteen years I 
spent at BCS, I was taught many 
things, including the importance 
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of humility. As I seek to foster the 
discipleship of the mind, I have seen 
how important it is to be humble 
in learning.  Allowing oneself to 
understand various perspectives 
on issues can only be done with a 
spirit of humility.  Furthermore, the 
humble, gracious learner is one who 
can truly allow for bi-directional 
illumination between faith, 
knowledge, and culture.  Bangor 
Christian also gave me groundwork 
of basic Biblical understanding.  It 
is this foundation that helps me 
to see the image of God in every 
individual regardless of their 
nationality, gender, or disposition.  
It is the image of God and the work 
of Christ which unifies the body of 
believers everywhere. These simple 
lessons from my time at Bangor 
Christian helped me to learn other 
truths as I continued my education 
academically, culturally, and 
spiritually.”  

Over the past four years, Verity 
has developed an interest in the 
people and culture of the Middle 
East.  Due to her trips to Dearborn, 
Michigan, a month-long Bible 
study tour in Israel/Palestine, and 
growing friendships at Taylor with 
Syrian, Palestinian, and Chaldean 
Christians, she decided to follow 
the Lord’s leading and study 
abroad at Jerusalem University 
College in the fall of 2011.  While 
in Jerusalem, Verity was able to 
study not only more of the physical 
and cultural settings of the Bible, 
but also learn more about the 
history, language, society, and 
politics of the region.  She was also 
exposed to other traditions within 
Christianity, which has served to 

grow her view of the global Church.  
“The Lord has truly put this area of 
the world on my heart. It is home 
to beautiful, hospitable people as 
well as a historic, local Christian 
community, whose vibrant and 
deeply-rooted faith challenges me 
personally and spiritually.”  

“In the future, I know that God 
will continue to weave together 
the many interests and loves 
He has put on my heart.  After 
various experiences in patriarchal 
societies, I want to use medicine to 
reach out to marginalized women. 
The Lord has given me a desire to 
see both the physical and spiritual 
flourishing of women worldwide.  A 
love of God and neighbor requires 
that the body of Christ be agents 
of transformation as we seek to 
further the kingdom of God.  With 
His help, I hope to combine the 
field of medicine with the Christian 
calling to make disciples of all 
nations.”  

My time at Bangor Christian 
impacted my life in that it 

taught me that I have 
so much more to learn.

Verity in Jerusalem


