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Mark Rounsaville attended Bangor 
Christian for his final three years of 
high school, graduating in 1978. In 
reviewing the 1978 edition of Wide 
Horizons, it was evident that Mark 
was active in all facets of student life.  
He was president of his class for three 
years, was involved in both band and 
chorus, served on the yearbook staff, 
and played basketball for three years 
as well.  One of the primary goals for 
Bangor Christian is to provide the 
appropriate training for our students to 
pursue a lifetime of service in whatever 
vocation God leads them.  Obviously, 
it is our desire that some will choose 
fulltime Christian service, and Mark is 
one of those who has been obedient 
to God’s calling.  We are very pleased 
he has agreed to share his story of his 
time at our school and where the Lord 
has taken him to his current position 
as senior pastor at Baptist Temple in 
Springfield, MO.  

Mark’s mother Eleanor was born and 
brought up here in Bangor, while his 
father Kenneth grew up in Frenchtown, 
NJ.  Shortly after graduating from 
high school, Kenneth joined the United 
States Air Force and was eventually 
stationed at Dow Air Force Base in 
Bangor.  During this time, he met and 
married Eleanor. After Kenneth was 
honorably discharged in March of 
1956, the couple settled in Bangor and 
had two children, Gary born in 1956 
and Mark in 1960.     

As a result of the the influence of his 
mom’s family, the Rounsavilles would 
attend Columbia Street Baptist Church 
on occasion.  It was through Columbia 
Street the family was introduced to 
Fair Haven Bible Camp in Brooks, ME.  
Attending camp there each summer 
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laid an important Christian foundation 
in Mark’s life, and that is where he 
first really heard and began to think 
about the Gospel.  As Gary and Mark 
were getting close to and into their 
teen years, their parents felt it was 
important to get them into church 
regularly.    Having passed by Bangor 
Baptist Church many times (back 
when the school office building was 
the church auditorium) and having 
seen the parking lot full, the family 
began to attend on Sunday nights.   
Mark’s dad worked the graveyard 
shift preventing them from going on 
Sunday mornings.  “It wasn’t very 
many Sunday nights later that Mom, 
Dad, my brother, and I all walked the 
aisle and got saved.  I was eleven years 
old.  I was so un-schooled in church 
life that when the counselor took me 
over to the altar during the invitation, 
instead of kneeling, I sat on it – oops!  
Seeing my error, I quickly slid off and 
onto my knees.  The counselor then 
showed me the verses of the Roman’s 
Road and helped me pray to receive 
Christ.  The spot where I got saved 
is now the middle school science lab.  
Whenever I have the opportunity to 
be in Maine and visit the church and 
school, I always like to re-visit that 
‘holy ground’ spot and remember that 
life-changing event.”

Although it was hit-and-miss in Sunday 
School and church attendance for the 
next couple of years, Thomas Brackett, 
a fellow 6th-grader, befriended Mark.  
Thomas’s friendship encouraged him 
to attend more regularly.  He also 
introduced Mark to Craig Boyington, 
who discipled him in both word and 
action.  Craig invested a lot of time, 
prayer, and encouragement in Mark.  

“Although God has placed many people 

in my life to encourage and challenge 
me personally, Craig was my first 
mentor.   Humanly-speaking, he’s the 
reason I’m even serving the Lord today.  
It was his influence in my life that later 
caused my wife and me to name our 
son Craig.”

As Mark began to grow in the Lord, 
he eventually surrendered himself to 
Christ.  That’s when he consciously 
made Him the Lord and Master of 
his life.  Being a member of Bangor 
Baptist, the idea of Bangor Christian 
was ever-present.  Knowing that 
Mark was interested, his mom and 
dad decided to enroll Mark for his 
sophomore year and sacrificially made 
the monthly payments.  He got to 
attend his junior and senior years as 
well.  As a teenager, Mark didn’t realize 
the financial sacrifice it required of his 
parents, but now, as an adult, he sure 
does appreciate it.

After graduating from Bangor Christian 
in 1978, Mark went on to attend Baptist 
Bible College in Springfield, MO.   He 
was awarded a Theology Diploma in 

Mark and Nadine Rounsaville



1981 and a B.S. in Theology in 1982.  
Later, Mark earned advanced degrees 
from Christian Bible College in Rocky 
Mount, NC.  He received his Master’s 
Degree in Theology in 1996 and a 
Doctorate of Theology in 1997. 

While at Baptist Bible College, 
Mark met his future wife Nadine 
Mendoza.  They were both attending 
Baptist Temple and were married 
in September of 1982.  Nadine was 
born and raised in the Wichita, KS 
area.  She graduated from Baptist 
Bible College in 1982 with a Missions 
Diploma.  Through the years, Nadine 
has been a wonderful and dedicated 
co-laborer in the various ministries in 
which the Rounsavilles have served.  
Currently, she teaches the four and 
five-year-old Sunday School class 
and directs various women’s ministry 
events at Baptist Temple.  Nadine is 
employed as an office manager with 
Independent Medical Evaluations 
of Missouri, a company which does 
medical evaluations for lawyers who 
are filing workers’ compensation 
or insurance claims on behalf of 
individuals who have been injured.  
Her greatest joy in life is talking to and 
holding their precious grandchildren.

Mark and Nadine have been blessed 
with two children.  Daughter Candace 
graduated from Ozark Technical 
College in Springfield, MO with an 
Associate’s Degree in Office Technology 

and went on to Baptist Bible College 
to earn a B.S. in Office Management.  
Candace met her husband Joshua 
Geuea while attending Christian 
Schools of Springfield, and they 
have two children Cara (age 6) and 
Brexton (age 2).  Joshua is serving 
overseas with the U.S. Army in the 
Special Forces as a Green Beret.  Son 
Craig received his Associate’s Degree 
in Church Music from Baptist Bible 
College and is serving at Baptist 
Temple as the assistant worship leader 
and directing the praise band.  He 
also volunteers as the director of the 
college and career class and helps 
with “The Wave” Wednesday night 
youth program at the church.  Craig 
owns and operates Tip Top Lawn Care, 
serving homes and businesses in the 
greater Springfield area. 

Mark’s first opportunity for formal 
ministry was as a youth and children’s 
evangelist with Neighborhood Bible 
Time in Boulder, CO during the 
summer of 1981.  After graduation 
from Baptist Bible College, he served 
an internship at Bangor Baptist Church 
for two years.  During one of those 
years, Mark taught a high school Bible 
class at Bangor Christian.  From there, 
he took a youth and children’s ministry 
position at First Baptist Church in 
Ashland, Ohio, due to Don Bigelow’s 
recommendation to the pastor there.  
In 1987 the Rounsavilles moved to 
Texas where Mark served in children’s 
and young married ministries and later 
accepted pastorates at three different 
churches.  In 2001, Mark and Nadine 
came back to Springfield to serve 
under the pastoral leadership of Dr. 
Bill Dowell at Baptist Temple.  Upon 
Dr. Dowell’s retirement two years later, 

Mark became the senior pastor, where 
he continues to serve today.  

Baptist Temple also has a school 
ministry, Christian Schools of 
Springfield.  Interestingly enough, their 
new administrator, as of May of 2014, 
is another Bangor Christian graduate, 
Rev. Greg Arnold (’77).  “Knowing 
Greg’s background in Christian school 
ministries and education, as well as 
his experience as a student at BCS, 
we anticipate the Lord’s blessing on 
our school’s future development and 
expansion,” shares Mark.

Mark states that Bangor Christian 
made a profound impact on his life 
through the encouragement of the 
teachers and faculty as well as the 
friendships developed with fellow 
classmates.  He unequivocally states, 

“I loved attending Bangor Christian.”  
We asked Mark to share some enduring 
memories of his time at our school.

“Mrs. Merlene Maguire was my first 
homeroom teacher.  Her sweet spirit 
made for a refreshing start to each 
day.  I remember her taking several 
mornings to read a portion of the 
devotional booklet My Heart, Christ’s 
Home.  That was powerful for me.  In 
fact, I’ve shared that booklet in dozens 
of various settings since then.  Thank 
you, Mrs. Maguire!”

Mark’s daughter Candace, 
son-in-law Joshua, and 

grandchildren Cara and Brexton

Mark with his son Craig.
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“Mark was energetic, a soul 
winner, always willing to be a 
servant.  Academically, he was 
superior. Athletically he was not 
always the one who scored the 
most points, but he was a team 
player.  He was devoted to his 
parents.  ‘The acorn does not fall 
too far from the tree’ and he was 
just like them, a family that loved 
their Lord and Savior. His smile 
was contagious.” 

– Karl Andresen (former 
Bangor Christian teacher)

Senior Class Officers - 1978  L to R: Kern Campbell, Vice-president, 
Mr. John Clater, Adviser, Heidi Haverlock, Treasurer, 

Mark Rounsaville, President, Diane Littlefield, Secretary

“Mark was an excellent member 
of our basketball team back 
in his high school years.  He 
worked hard in every practice 
to make us a better team.  Mark 
always displayed a great attitude, 
accepted his role, and was a very 
good teammate. Along with all 
of the things that our students 
were expected to accomplish in 
the classroom, in church, and 
in sports, Mark met all of the 
challenges with a smile on his 
face.  I am not surprised that 
he is a pastor of a great church 
today.”         

– Roger Reed (former Bangor 
Christian teacher and coach)

“Mr. John Clater’s Bible classes, for me, 
were the highlight.  I loved Bible class.  
His passion for the Scriptures and his 
insight were powerful.  I still refer 
to notes I took from his classes.  He 
often greeted me at church by saying, 

“Hello, Dr. Rounsaville.”  One day, my 
dad asked, “How come you just call 
me ‘Mr.’ Rounsaville, but call him ‘Dr.’ 
Rounsaville?”   I’ll never forget his 
answer – he said to my dad, “Because 
I see great potential in that young 
man!”  You talk about humbling AND 
impacting!  That definitely planted a 
seed in my heart and mind.  Thank 
you, Mr. Clater!”

“I also had Mr. Bigelow for a semester 
of Bible Doctrine.  That  also had an 
incredibl influence.  In fact, I bought 
the textbook from the school and still 
use it as an active reference in my 
ministry today.  Brother Bigelow was 
also my youth pastor at the church 
and invested hours of counsel and 
encouragement in me.  During free 
periods my senior year, he taught me 
how to lay out the weekly youth paper, 
a skill I’ve carried with me to a variety 
of church ministry applications.  Thank 
you, Mr. Bigelow!”

“Doug and Priscilla Smith were 
wonderful as well, not only as teacher 
and office personnel, but as kind and 

godly examples.  It was a real privilege 
to later have them sing at our wedding 
and their boys as carpet-bearers.  
Thank you, Mr. Smith, Mrs. Smith!”

“Other BCS memory makers were Mrs. 
Martha Bankston, who made literature 
come alive and who made us ‘feel’ 
what we sang in choir.  Those choir 
trips were pretty awesome – singing 
at churches and Christian school 
conventions, going to Boston, and 
experiencing Old Sturbridge Village, 
not to mention all the drama, fun, 
and naps on those bus rides.  Coach 

Darryl Peary and Coach Roger 
Reed taught me teamwork 
and discipline — invaluable 
lessons.  And Coach Charlie 
Reed taught me self-discipline 
through cross country and 
how to ‘suck it up’.” 

“Karl Andresen was fun and 
extremely personable.  He 
introduced me and several 
other students to potato 
farming – namely, digging 
‘em up in his backyard.  That 
taught me to get my hands in 
the dirt – a good life lesson.   
In Christian psychology class, 
he taught through a Christian 
paperback book entitled The 
Kink and I – strange name, 
but very powerful book that 
was a personal eye-opener to 
my own soul.  So, thank you, 
Mr. Andresen!”

“For a short while, BCS provided daily 
bus transportation to and from school.  
Mrs. Lois Cole was the driver of my bus.  
She was also a great encouragement to 
me.  She frequently thanked me and 
complemented me for telling stories 
to the younger kids and keeping 
them occupied while she drove.  That 
sparked an interest in my heart for 
children’s ministries which has been a 
significant part of my ministry career.  
That’s the power of a compliment!  
Thank you, Mrs. Cole!”

“Although I never had Mr. Bill Prest 
as a teacher (he taught the middle 
school when I was in high school), his 
demeanor and his words were always 
gracious.  He embodied courtesy 
and genuine kindness.  What a great 
example he was to us young men!  Mr. 
Prest, thank you for showing me how 
to be ‘classy.’  You d’man!”

“Back in those days, Tom and Lori Obey 
weren’t involved in the ministry of the 
school like they’ve been since.  But, 
wow!  What an influence they had on 
me.  When I was a teen, they were active 
counselors and helpers in the church’s 
youth ministry.  They also lived in my 
neighborhood.  Consequently, I spent 
a lot of time at their house mowing, 
cleaning their pool, helping blacktop 
their driveway, and just hanging out.  
On Sunday mornings, I also got to help 
Mr. O on a bus route.  Picking me up at 
my house to go get the bus was pretty 
awesome when he had his Canadian-
built Bricklin sports car complete 
with the gull-wing doors that hinged 
upward.  Thanks, Mr. O, for helping 
me be ‘cool’.”


